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Editorial

May | take this opportunity of thanking all thoseadk people who sent me ‘get well
soon’ messages after my recent spell in the JolutlRfa. The worst part of it all
was having to call an ambulance because | knewithabuld get all round the
village by the old jungle telegraph! It's strangechuse you don’t think about
breathing as you go about your normal life, but svgeu’re finding it harder and
harder to breathe your perceptions change quitdlyahilst in the JR there may
well have been a ‘fly on the curtains’ watching bezause someone has written an
uncannily accurate of my time in there.

| regret to say that | didn’t take kindly to beingused from a deep forty winks at
4:30 am to have my blood pressure taken! When tingeninformed me that it was
a very high reading | asked her what she expect=aly morning, sleep disturbed,
being in hospital again after forty two years, lgeiorodded and poked by 17
different doctors, syringes being used on me #seife was no tomorrow etc. | was
certainly glad to return home after my ‘little sgéar

One of the things against me was my cigar smok8w! with the help of a local
hynotherapist, | have given up. | did this with argttes 26 years ago and now
cigars have gone the same way. Hypnosis certainlksvfor me although it didn’t
work for two of my children. They had a session amdhediately went out and
bought packets of cigarettes! We're all differerdgrét we? | should imagine I'll put
on weight but | wouldn’t want to be perfect!

The Editor

Ewelme Parish Council - A doggy issue !

The question arose at the February Parish Courszting of people allowing their
dogs onto the playing area of the Common. The iagidivo notices, one on the
pavilion and the other by the car park, appeartmlxonflict with each other. This
will be rectified. The enforcement of not allowirtpgs on this area would be
impossible to police and would or could lead to-pe&h owners testifying against a
fellow villager or even a friend.

Do we really want this ?

The more public issue is the owners of dogs noariclg up after their pet has
fouled on the playing area or anywhere in our g#la pavements, pathways,
anywhere the public walk.

The Fouling of the Land Act applies to all opencgsaand can carry a fine of up to
£2 000.



So,responsible dog ownersthis is an appeal aimed at you. Instead of sar-ydd
Johnnie or four-year-old Daisy taking your pet'sssidhome with them on their
shoes or hands, please pick your dog’s mess upland it in the bin provided — or
take it home with you.

Let’s keep our village user-friendly.

Vern Miners, Parish Councillor

The Ewelme Village Store

The Ewelme Village store will be opening officially May. Plans are still being
developed about the actual opening but we are gdpitrade for a few days prior,
to allow us to iron out any initial teething probig! The shop will be opened
officially just before lunch time and we plan tofef a celebratory drink to all
villagers during the course of the day.

Premises Many people have commented on the progress madeedouilding and
how attractive it looks taken back to the origibatk. The interior will be handed
over to the shop committee during March and therhaaxe to furnish and fit the
shop before stocking in time for opening.

Shop Manager Many of you will have seen the adverts for partet shop
manager. We are looking for someone with retailegigmce and a desire to work
as part of the community. Interviewing will takeapé in early March. We have
been pleased with the number of applications ared heping to appoint the
manager at the beginning of April so that they dsn involved in the final
preparations for opening.

Volunteers: As a community shop we will be relying on thephef volunteers to
man the shop and support the part-time managere Clekens (826778) has very
kindly offered to organise a volunteer rota and ynahyou have already offered
your services. Don’t worry! Training will be giveideally we would like people to
sign up for a regular 2 hour or 2.5 hour slot betasional helpers are also very
welcome. Please let Clare know if you are ableolomeer.

Funding: We are very grateful to all those who have cbuoted towards the
setting up of the shop, whether financially or witime. Last month we received
confirmation of our loan from Co-operative Futuessl also of grant funding from
the Leader programme (a European initiative) anddG&Owvho have pledged
funding for specific large items that are requirédle now have nearly 350
shareholders who have taken a stake in the shop.

Using the shop We are obviously very excited about the openihthe shop and
hope that the whole community shares in our sehaeloevement. We will be



selling a range of products and focussing on lgcatoduced fresh meat,
vegetables, dairy produce, bread etc. We will &tadkop everyone with details of
opening hours and stock, a little nearer the time.

Once open, the shop needs your support eithercastamer, or as a volunteer. In
order to succeed, our business plan assumes ttfatheasehold in the village will
spend £3.50 a week in the shop. We hope that weewaked this — and in fact the
bank manager thought we had been rather consesVativ

Finally, we look forward to welcoming you all ingfshop very soon!
Sarah Maine 825292 Gemma Clive 837887

Your waste collection is changing for good!

Within the next ten weeks, leading up to a startdatg of 9 June, every household
in Ewelme will be given FOUR microchipped wasteshin

a 240 litre wheelie bin for recycling and collectiedtnightly to contain all
household plastics, paper and card, steel and aiumifood and drink cans,
all glass bottle and jars, food and drink cartoastosols, aluminium foil
including food trays — all these materials showddhieticulously cleaned;

a 180 litre wheelie bin for non-recycled rubbisid allected fortnightly to
contain nappies, sanitary products, polystyrensp@ackets and cling film;

a small 23 litre bin for food waste collected weegbntaining meat and fish —
cooked or uncooked including bones — all dairy patsl including cheese and
yoghurts, raw and cooked vegetables and fruit,dyreakes and pastries, rice,
pasta and beans, tea bags and coffee groundsspifapengs;

an even smaller 7 litre caddy to keep in your lgttiior decanting into your
23 litre bin for food waste.

The bins will be delivered and left at the front ywur property by the new
contractor Verdant, part of the Green Star Groujthiw the curtilage of your
property. Council staff will be available duringlidery to answer questions from
residents. The joint contract with the Vale of tWhite Horse will save SODC
£100 000 a year. These savings will help to keewndthe Council Tax — an
expected £3.6 million saved over the next eightslea

This is just a brief outline of your future dustlaiay.

Vern Miners, Parish Councillor



Skittles Evening

Thank you all very, very much for coming, espegidlie children, it was lovely to
see you all. The winning team this year was thew&ens’, Julie, Roy, Lee and
Tom and the winning individual child was Tray Waftt$he profit made from the
evening will go a long way towards helping with @@st of promoting the Annual
Village Show. We will look forward to seeing youl alext year, when we will
hopefully begin the fun a little earlier so thatuywill be in bed before Sunday
morning! We also hope to have enough food to feed #ll, without having a
second sitting. People just appeared on the eveniisghard to say 'sorry no room'.
Perhaps we should try tickets next year, if sogsdaook early. Your support was
fantastic. Thank you.

Cynthia Winfield, Secretary and Ticket Seller!!!

Notes of Parish Council meeting on 14 January 2009

Present - David Cooper, Melissa Fletcher, Paul phumy, Peter
Lemaire, Vernon Miners
Apologies - Theresa Redgewell

County Councillor report — Tony Crabbe asked Council for their views on new
horse rider signs at either end of Tidmarsh LarkefeX that this was a good idea.
Councillor Crabbe also informed Council that thereuld be a proposed budget
increase of less than 4%.

State of roads— the potholes along the Benson Road were geftorge. It was
suggested that a map be prepared and Councilltwb€naould action it.

Common car park — surface material is in need of a top-up. Verihbners to get
a quote for scalpings.

Bus timetable — it had been decided by the bus company thahdve timetable
case should be fixed to a pole on the other sidbeeofoad from the bus shelter!

Recreation area— the grass cutting was discussed. It was dedmg@dirchase the
tractor and keep it in one of the containers onGoeenmon. The cricket club had
expressed an interest in contracting for the gcasting and it was suggested that
we get quotes from other interested groups.

Parish Plan — this was now printed and in the public domaili. \#llage groups
had received copies to show to interested partreb the reactions were very
positive.



Green Lane — the area adjoining the properties should noséen as a vacant
parking area. The residents had fought for thisdbner space’ before entering the
traffic — often approaching fast — onto Green Lane.

Meeting ended at 8:45 pm!

Notes of Parish Council meeting on 11 February 2009

Present - Paul Humphrey, Peter Lemaire, Vernamekdi
Theresa Redgewell
Apologies - David Cooper, Melissa Fletcher

Recreation area— grass cutting quotes had been received. As dénsHPCouncil
owned the gang mowers and also the tractor totpalh, it was suggested that a
group of 8 volunteers could be used for cutting fla¢ part of the recreation
ground.

Football — a team from Cholsey was interested in hiringgheh next season on
Sundays. Any days already booked by other groupgdime honoured.

Dog fouling — there were conflicting notices regarding dogghenrecreation area.
One notice said no dogs allowed and another sagd détould be kept under
control. Councillors felt that it would be imposi&itio police the first notice and it
was suggested that it be removed. The number of tlmgding the recreation area
was increasing and it should be brought to the @legers’ attention that a fine of
£2 000 was liable for any owners not taking theessary responsibility for their
dogs.

Cricket club — as the various conditions for a donation towatlttks cost of
servicing the roller had been met, Council agreedonate £250.

The Common car park — a quote had been received to top-up the scamang
two more were being sought before the job couldtheed.

Hog roast — a donation of £250 would be forwarded to theoBlaiml Church
Council and the Cricket Club who were interestedpioviding an event on
Saturday, 29 August, using the marquee before tilag¢ Show on the Bank
Holiday Monday.

Please remember that these are only random nobes the meetings. A full copy
of the minutes can be seen on the notice boardsdeuthe Reading Room and also
at the bottom of Green Lane. If anyone wants a @pgiled to them, just let Sue
Hill, Parish Clerk, know.

The Editor



From Winter into Spring

As | write this it is almost two months since | waensed as Priest-in-charge at St.
Mary's Church. We have got ourselves reasonablgigtit and settled at the
Rectory and Rupert, our Jack Russell-type dog seertisnk he is now at home.
We arrived at a relatively quiet time in the Chuydar. We are now into Lent, that
period in the liturgical year when we dress tharailh purple hangings and reflect
on our faith both as individuals and as a livingir. Lent comes at that time of
year when the worst of winter has passed and natin® itself; in church we
observe the turning of the seasons and the spimepesparation for the celebration
of Easter, when Resurrection and renewal burshfdy the time you read this,
Easter will be upon us, a time of hope and reblrththe early church it was a time
of baptism when after a Lenten fast new Christisans themselves as literally re-
born.

St. Mary’'s Ewelme has seen many changes sincesitre@dered in the 1430s and
once approved by the PCC there will some changais.aghey will not be extreme

and the details will be published as soon as plesdny changes are likely to be in
place by the beginning of June. It is hoped thatelwill be more opportunities for

families to attend, while not unduly disturbing ttraditional pattern of worship.

Tradition is essential to the church, but it isoa¢ssential that it is not tradition for
its own sake. We learn from the past and we shootccut ourselves adrift from it

but we need to adapt to changing circumstancesvé\latl the church is the Body
of Christ, it never exists in stone and mortaritoirdy alone; if it does it will die.

It is my hope that just as the village looks foravarth the Action Plan, the church
can reposition itself as its spiritual heart, reaghout and maintaining a fulfilling
presence. Most people still believe in God in smifeRichard Dawkins’ rather
poorly argued attempts to persuade us otherwisketh we remember that Christ
placed himself in the wilderness and was temptedrno from God the Father and
yet he was strengthened. Although Lent will be aimmast when this appears, take
a moment to reflect on your spiritual heart and wallibe strengthened too. As we
turn from Winter to Spring, from death to life, fnodarkness to light, we can be
energised and renewed in many ways.

Church Services — St Mary the Virgin, Ewelme

22 March — Mothering Sunday
8:00 am - Holy Communion
11:00 am - Family Service
29 March —
8:00 am - Holy Communion
10:00 am - United Benefice Service in Cuxham



1 April
Final Lent Reflection — The Rectory at 7:30 pm daled by Compline in the
Chapel at 8:30 pm.

5 April — Palm Sunday

8:00 am - Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer
11:00 am - Family Service

6:00 pm - Evensong, Book of Common Prayer.

9 April — Maundy Thursday

7:00 pm - Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer
10 April — Good Friday

2:00 — 3:00 pm - Prayers and Reflection
12 April — Easter Day

8:00 am - Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer
11:00 am - Family Service followed by Holy Commumio
April 19 — 29 Sunday of Easter
11:00 am - Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer
26 April — 3™ Sunday of Easter

8:00 am - Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer
11:00 am - Matins, Book of Common Prayer

3 May — 4" Sunday of Easter

8:00 am - Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer
11:00 am - Family Service — Dedication of Miltomralae Headstone

6:00pm - Evensong, Book of Common Prayer.
10 May — The 8" Sunday of Easter

8:00 am - Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer
11:00 am - Matins, Book of Common Prayer
17 May - Rogation Sunday
11:00 am - Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer
24 May - Sunday after Ascension Day

8:00 am - Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer
11:00 am - Matins, Book of Common Prayer
31 May - Pentecost

8:00 am — Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer
10:00am — United Benefice Service — Details torm@anced.

Registers

Holy Matrimony
Nicholas Robert Julian Acworth and Fiona Butchartkebruary 2009

Holy Baptism
Matthew Alexander Ellam — 10 January 2009



Scott John Blain — 25 January 2009
Grace Mary Townsley — 15 February 2009

Deaths
Beryl Justins — 28 December 2008

Notices

CRAFT WORKSHOP AND DECORATION OF EASTER GARDEN - 11
April Saturday — St. Mary’s Church 10 — 12 noon

Children with or without parents are invited toeatl — all ages. We plan to make
some decorations for Easter and find moss and flowe decorate the garden,
which will be displayed in Church over Easter. Brand a biscuit included. Please
contact the Revd Jonathan Meyer for further de€Hi¥91 837823

Revd Jonathan Meyer, Priest-in-charge

The South Oxfordshire District Council Report 2009

Shared Management

The council have had shared services of FinanceBamgfits with the Vale of
White Horse District Council for more than two yga@0 it made sense to have a
shared management structure in place. David Bubkle been appointed as a
shared Chief Executive. Steve Bishop, Matt Prosselr Anna Robinson are the
Strategic Directors, a reduction of four to thrégght Head of Service have just
been appointed, a reduction of fourteen to eighit taok up their new roles from
the 3 March. This shared management team is dsavi® both councils more than
£750,000 a year. The council will continue to mal&ings where ever possible
without reducing services.

Top council

South Oxfordshire District Council is officially erof the best councils to work for
in the country, according to the ‘Times Best CoutwiWork For Awards 2008’.
We came in at number 11, ranking amongst the togoR8cils out of 95 entries.

It was a tough competition, which involved a searghexamination of what staff
do and how they feel about working at the couridile judges particularly praised
the council for its commitment to providing a hbglivork-life balance for staff, as
well as offering excellent training opportunitiesdasupporting staff social events.

New waste collection services — starting 8 June ZD0
Update



In January 2009 Verdant was selected as the commamyn South Oxfordshire
District Council’s new waste collection and stregtansing services, which it's
providing jointly with the Vale of White Horse. Theew service will lead to a big
increase in recycling, we aim to increase our cumrecycling rate from 43 per cent
to over 50 per cent.

The new service, which starts in South Oxfordsimrédune will include;
weekly food waste collections in kerbside bins (23 liteed waste bin and 7
litre kitchen caddy)
fortnightly collections of recycling in (240 litreyreen wheeled bins
fortnightly residual (non recyclable) waste coliens in (180 litre) grey wheeled
bins
continuing with the opt-in garden waste servicemneeled bins (charged for
service, £30 per year)

Under the new scheme, food waste, which currentdgsgto landfill, will be
collected separately every week for composting @eaple will be able to recycle
more items than ever before.

Verdant will be able to collect glass, food andchrcartons (Tetra Paks), aerosols
and aluminium foil - as well as the usual materitde paper, cardboard, tins, cans
and plastics.

Separate arrangements will be made for peopleats fhr households where it is
difficult to store wheeled bins, but the intentimto ensure the same level of
service for all residents. Assisted collectionsgeople with mobility problems will
continue.

Verdant will start to deliver the bins week commiagc30 March, they plan to
deliver to 1 250 properties per day over a 10 wedlkout period. Council staff
will be available during the roll-out to addresy ajuestions from residents.

A communications strategy and timetable has beealdeged which includes:

Pre-service communication FAQs on the website and given to all admin staff.
An introductory leaflet will be sent to all residerabout two weeks before the bins
arrive. This leaflet is being tested by focus gmudosters will be sent out (to
TCs/PCs, housing associations, libraries & leistgptres) and a series of adverts
will also be in the local press. An instructionalcgwill be delivered with the bins
(inside the food waste bin). This will include aolkéet detailing the service (what
goes in each bin etc) calendars and containeressck

Service launch— approximately two weeks before the service statreminder
leaflet will be sent out to all residents.



Events/roadshows -a series of roadshows will be held (from April omds in the
four main towns and larger villages, where possibése will tie up with planned
events and national campaigns i.e. national remgchieek and real nappy week.

All of the above will be complemented through meddvertising including local
press radio and outdoor adverts.

Leisure

As from the 1 April 2009 a new contract has beereed with Greenwich Leisure
Ltd with Nexus. Nexus being responsible for rumgnihe leisure and sport centres
in the district replacing SOLL Leisure. The upgraddenley Sports Centre has
seen an increase in usage with excellent facili@esnerstone, the new Arts Centre
in Didcot, was opened by HRH The Princess Royals T$ha wonderful centre for
live performances, dance classes, art lessonsapiestaurant.

Your Place Your Future
We need you to play your part

South Oxfordshire District Council is looking torsult on the next stage of our
Core Strategy document ‘the Preferred Optionsate March. The Core Strategy
will play a major role in shaping the future of adistrict over the next 20 years.
The strategy will identify where significant areaf housing and employment
growth will take place in the district up until 282

The ‘Preferred Options’ takes us a step furthemftbe previous consultation of the
‘Issues and Options’. After listening to commentsni the previous consultation,
as well as supporting information from our evidernzses, we are able to put
forward a preferred approach to a variety of ddfdrimportant topics. These
include areas such as:
for our towns, identifying which preferred direat® of growth we believe
should take substantial development;
for our rural areas showing what approach shouldaken to help them
sustain and thrive.

We need local residents and parish councils todeknow if we've got these and
many other preferred approaches right. To find mote and how you can get
involved visit www.southoxon.gov.uk/corestrategy mmone planning policy on
01491 823725. There will be exhibitions held on:

24 March at Wallingford Town Hall 1-7pm
26 March at Cornerstone, Didcot 1-"7pm
31 March at Barns Centre, Thame 1-7pm

2 April at Henley Town Hall 1-7pm



Smaller meetings are also to be arranged.
Market Towns

In autumn 2008, South Oxfordshire District Courreih a series of consultation
events in Henley, Thame and Wallingford entitledaging South Oxfordshire’s
market towns future’. The views gathered have bessd to inform individual

market towns action plans.

The plans aim to highlight the priorities that tbeuncil will take the lead on
addressing each of the towns in the next threesy@aril 2009 to March 2012), as
well as identify areas where the council will warkpartnership with other bodies
to deliver its objectives. The plans focus on thecHic actions to be delivered in
the financial year 2009/10. These will be revievaedhually. The action plans will
also form a key part of the council’s economic depment strategy, which will be
produced in 2009.

The council is currently consulting on the drafaqd and would welcome your
views. The plans are available to download from tb@uncil's website

www.southoxon.gov.uk/haveyoursay or by telephoniif491 823313. The
consultation runs until Tuesday 24 March 2009 @0 fim.

Housing

The South Oxfordshire Homechoice scheme (choiceedvakettings) was
successfully launched on 23 July 2008. Since ftina¢ twve have run sixteen two
weekly lettings cycles. This means that properbesoming vacant through our
housing association partners have been advertisidom the Homechoice website
and in the Homechoice newsletter. At the same timeJoint Common Housing
Register was also launched, successfully amalgagaiie Council’s waiting list
with Soha Housing’s waiting list. This means thabple now only have to join one
list and the process is less confusing for them.

We are now looking forward to launching the Oxfdmds Homechoice scheme this
summer. Oxfordshire Homechoice also includes Chiestrict Council, Oxford
City Council and the Vale of White Horse Districo@hcil and is known as a sub-
regional scheme. This will enable each Council duegtise particular properties
across the sub-region providing an opportunity fability for those people who
need to move within Oxfordshire. This will help pé® who need to move, for
example, to be closer to family or support netwo®ar Housing Strategy Report
2008-2011 was published in October 2008, identgystrategic priorities for the
district. Our five priority aims are to:

increase the overall supply of housing, especatligrdable housing;
improving the quality of the existing housing stpck



prevent homelessness and improve housing options;
developing sustainable communities;
meeting the housing needs of vulnerable groups$udnty older people and
young people leaving care.
A series of workshops held at the recent ‘Citiz@amel’ Day strongly endorsed
these priorities as the way ahead for the Counledigsing service.

We recently completed the local Housing Needs Assesnt on behalf of South
Oxfordshire District Council and the Vale of Whidorse District Council. This is
a major piece of work whose findings have influehale council’'s Local
Development Framework which is going out to pubbasultation shortly.

Housing Services have embraced the ‘Fit for theaufeutprogramme by reducing
bureaucracy in its administrative procedures andgimg its development and
private sector teams.

One of the districts latest affordable housing swd® at Blue Mountain in
Wallingford is now nearing completion and will prde some 80 new homes for
rent and low cost home ownership. The credit crumt had a huge effect on any
new developments being built.

Concessionary Fares

The concessionary fares take up has been greaerwhs expected and latest
estimates indicate an overspend for 2008/9 in exok£40,000.

Planning

A total of 1887 planning applications were receiVast year of which 1656 were
approved and 231 refused. The % of all appeals byothe appellant (including

partially allowed decisions) was 28.49%. Enforcetmesises have reduced from
600 to 500 over the last year and we have servesh&ffcement notices, which is
the highest number since 2002. With the preseantiral climate we are expecting
a reduction in the number of planning applications.

Council Tax

Despite the current economic problems, the coumad set a council tax below
inflation increase of 2.9% increase. One of thvedst in the South East.

Felix Bloomfield, SODC Councillor



Editor Lemaire’s Lament

This poem has been penned by that famous poet*Amanappears to live in the
village of Ewelme. | d&now the identity of ‘Anon’ but have promised taot
divulge it to anyone!

Shall | ring 999 — I really don’t feel too well;

Once put in the ambulance. We went like hell!
Paramedic said, “Talk to me, hold onto this r&gttone too
For we’ll soon have you checked over in the JR2.”
Bypass to Headington, | swear we were doing a ton
Down past the White Horse — oh, for a whisky (onyu-
Strapped down, mask on face, | felt a helpless ghum
As the driver braked hard for the ninth speed bump.

| certainly don’t condone speeding, not even whedmane;
But this is different, there is a bonus — no eggstlarown,
Paramedic on radio, wailing siren, blue light,

Wheeled into A and E, my, this nurse is a prethsi

“So, Lemaire, judging by the beard, I'd say yolar#r.
How old are you ? Who is your Prime Minister ?”

As she gently undressed him in the cubicle, laydaper,
“63, I'm free and we have a fine one — the Revdaflean Meyer!”
The nurse turned to the doctor, “What do you thrrkCG ?”
Peter pipes up, “No, | always play the organ ih&rp or B!”
Doctor and Sister deliberated at the foot of the be

Whilst the nurse put a soothing hand on his head.

“At your age, Peter, you'll be in for more thanayd

So do relax, we want you to enjoy your NHS stay.”

Then in came the trolley with a formidable arraytails,
Shining surgical steel — relax? — does she thinkenfeols ?

Wires, oxygen, monitors, x-rays and drips

Didn’t stop Peter admiring her shapely hips;

“Nursing long ?” he asked. She said, “Yes and ha best.”
“I'm sure,” he agreed, admiring her well-endowe@sth

She stuck on electrodes and said, “Your energymyost save.”
Oh dear thought Peter, now | must pretend to becbra

She slowly turned away then spun back with a wickade
When Peter saw it he could have run a two minute!mi
Every macho-man’s fear — the six foot hypodermic —

“Oh nurse — | really do feel very faint and quiteks’



Next came the Cannula — straight in the back ohtred,

His screams could drown out Roke and Benson Brass B
Plugged into the ECG, day and night — beep...beepp.bee
Two patients snoring — by the cress beds he’d ralkep.

But each day, without fail, she’d returned withtthvacked smile
Forcing Peter to mentally run his two minute mile.
“Goodness me, my dear Peter, the needle is nothifesr;
Besides, | do so enjoy stabbing a belly far moea th rear!
Test results are back, your 17 ops and 23 steats auccess
But now your stitches have burst open — my, yolod& a mess.
Another couple of days here will be no price todnpaid

And when you get home, your new kitchen floor migatlaid!”

Not available before, but now finally approved b\CE

To the NHS and you, this medication comes at cupeice.

Such wonderful advances in medicine are surely éreaent

So Revd Meyer said you witllay the organ at every service in Lent.
With regard to your addictions, you'll never runvealk far

If you persist in drinking and smoking a big, fajar.

Heart, lungs and arteries will fail without doubt

And you’ll most certainly end up suffering from dou

So go home now with these pills and edit the magazi

People have missed you, as you have not been seen.

On Sunday news of your illness spread along thespew

But you’ll soon be out again, you stalwart, delimgrthe Ewelme News.

Anonymous — but name provided to the Editor!

Broadband update

For those who have absolutely no interest in thgest, please forgive me taking
up a bit of space again.

100 extra circuits were laid 2 years ago, but obly have been commissioned
because there is not enough duct space throughngfalld Bridge for the rest. |
am rekindling discussions on some way to expedits. t do emphasise that
Openreach has done an excellgrtt so far for us, and its local engineers are
extremely helpful, but without more lines into thiédage there is nothing they can
do to provide broadband for the 30+ people | know till waiting with various
degrees of impatience.



One glimmer of hope is that Openreach has justddibre-optic trunk cable from
Watlington past the Shepherd's Hut and up Greere.L&he foreman on the job
said the next step will be to connect it to theegr boxes” (installing “FTTC” or
“fibre to the cabinet”). I'm seeking someone in G@ach who might give us a clue
when that might happen, and have had a prompt fephy the Chairman's office
promising an authoritative contact shortly.

All I am campaigning for is plenty of decent broadld lines into Ewelme to meet
long term demand from a deprived rural communitiiave_no idednow lines are
allocated to whoever applies for one. | don't wémteven think about that
minefield. Meantime, please don't hold your brefthimmediate progress. For
those of you still desperate, it may be worth fingda near neighbour who is lucky
enough to have it. You may be able to work out eeless, or even a wired (LAN)
arrangement temporarily to share his or her limel @osts). If anyone would like to
know more about how to do it, please do call mee Bmall wireless network
which shares my phone line could support one or mmaye “orphans” but the
problem is trees. A clear line of sight to NorthriBar Eyres Close is essential.

Our Vicar, Jonathan, has persevered to get theoRedonnected to “higher
authority” — a miracle or sheer luck. Our earlidarpfor him was to extend our
wireless network via the Church tower as a temponagasure, which now may
help other “orphans” within sight of it. If you cdsee” the flagpole from a window
you may be in luck. I'll keep you informed of pregs.

(Broadband updatelate breaking newieceived after the copy date!

Openreach has found two more circuits and reduoedtphan list by 2 in the last
several days. The Rectory and the Old Rectory ngaydinks to higher authority!

| have NO IDEA why or how that came about - itreedike sheer luck and a bit of
persistence all round.

So, | suggest everyone who has been waiting foadivand now applies again en
masse just in case there are a few more viablaiitircBe prepared to be
disappointed though.

But, in addition we have a new wireless point oe @hurch weather vane. Any
current orphan who can actually see the vane frenohher house may be lucky.
Let me know please.

On the fibre-optic situation, Openreach has indagba new trunk cable past our
doorstep but only to link local exchanges at thags. So there's no immediate
household link on the horizon.)



Another government appointment

We read there is now to be a Director of Digitagggement at an eye-watering
salary! Roundly condemned as a Twittercrat by thgpayers' Alliance, we might
suggest which digit goes where! If it weren't sn@es it might be funny.

Finally - a treasurer's lot

| was very ignorant of how churches actually makdsemeet, until | volunteered to
take on the treasurer's task here. The detailgjaite amazing and arcane: it's a
tough challenge. At the next Annual Meeting on BteApril, I'll give a simple
report showing just what a challenge this is andesadeas for sustaining the heart
of our village.

| will say that the Chancellor's Gift Aid tax rebdtas been a life-saver and | really
thank all who bother to fill in the little red edepes even for postcards, tea towels,
books, CD, DVD and personal donations to keep uisggdhey do mount up and
our awareness campaign has helped enormously tm$ year. | hope the
Chancellor doesn't rescind that!

Neil Blake 826462

Sustainable Wallingford

We'd like to bring to your attention and/or remiyau that available now is our
beautiful new Cycling Leaflet, which covers ridasoi the Chiltern Hills. You can
download it via the home page of our web site dlecba printed copy from the
Swap Shop or the Town Information Office, under Tiogvn Hall.

The Ewelme Society
The Garlick School at The Mount (now Chaucer Coltyelme

We have often received enquiries regarding the ovimh boarding school that
flourished for nearly 40 years in an old house kn@s The Mount. Postcards in
the archive show a handsome house, reputed tdodakein parts to the Tudor era,
but it was demolished to make way for the buildiofy the Chaucer Court
development in 1968. It would surely have beenddstn these preservation
conscious times but the property fell into deradictand the overgrown land
provided an adventure playground for village craldrOld maps show a complex
of other buildings on the site which covered oweraare of ground, but they had
largely gone by the 1960’s during the Leatham’supemcy, the last family to
inhabit the property.



Fortunately, Dr Kate Tiller, the local historiamashwritten a dissertation about the
school and we have put together some facts fromrdssarch and some probable
fictions from our Archive - which may be of intetes

The boarding school, known as the Commercial Schptie Academy was run by
James Garlick (1793-1843) and then by Elizabethwhidow (1796-1875) — at her
death records of the school cease. James marreel times, fathering 17 children
and his son Thomas Henry Garlick (1813-1873) whataher and publican at The
Greyhound Inn. The school was founded some timthén1830’s, and the first
official record in the Census of 1841 shows Janmek Eizabeth, with 6 children
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and 4 domestic servants, lived at The Mount. Thezee also 48 boarding pupils
aged from 7 — 14 years, of whom 9 were from Oxfomds Twenty five lived in
the main house, and 23 were boarded in a detach#dge, living with an
additional 5 adults of various ages and occupatidg 1851 the widowed
Elizabeth’s domain had 2 of her children, 4 sersaartd an English teacher but
with only 27 boy pupils between 8 and 15 yearswbbm 20 came from Central
London. Presumably to raise the numbers Elizabéthitted girl pupils in the mid-
1850’s, but this situation lasted only a short tilBy 1861 the school roll had
recovered its numbers to 44 boys aged between 4 @ryears, 30 of whom came
from London. Elizabeth lived with her bachelor s®eptimus, an assistant master
and 2 servants. In 1871 the master was joineddmyvarness for the 41 pupils, 29



from London, plus 2 servants. After Elizabeth diad1875 the school is not
recorded again.

In 1839 an 8 year old pupil called Peter Spokdasedrat the Garlick School from a
prosperous corn dealer's family from Wallingforde kvent on to Wallingford
Grammar School from 1843-1845 and became a chamfi&ading. From 1869-71
he was the Mayor of Reading and he received a kmghl in 1872. In a memoir of
his school days Sir Peter recalled an incident wiehelped a London boy called
George Lark to abscond. They climbed over the at#r afternoon school and
made their way to the GWR station outside Wallindfavhere George was left on
the platform to make his way back to London. BeingWallingford, Spokes
decided to visit his parents, who promptly returtiegl truant to Ewelme where the
absence of George was discovered. He was foulidyatiing on the platform, and
returned to the school by midnight.

Dr Tiller had access to letters written home byioas children reporting their

academic studies, and they also mention cricketimeaton the common, attending
church and the day in 1857 when 40 boys went to dargen seeds from Mr J
Gammon for their gardening projects.

Private schools, small and large, for the childanthe emerging Victorian
prosperous middle-classes flourished during the dehtury, and their sons were
sent away as boarders at very young ages. Dr Tdeords that the Suffolk’s
medieval school at Ewelme had periodically beconaztive and even derelict in
the 18 and early 19 centuries but by 1833 it was restored as a volynta
elementary school to provide basic education t@llabildren by the Anglican
sponsored “National Society for Promoting the Ediocaof the Poor in the
Principles of the Established Church”. However, Ewee hosted many other
schools — in 1808 there were 3 day schools with42upils each. In 1815 the
local curate reported 2 day schools, 2 Sunday s$steowl 2 boarding schools. In
1818 there was a boarding and day school for 6@,ddylays schools teaching 40
children and a Sunday school. By 1833 there weverakDame schools for very
young children, a day and Sunday National Schaul, @ boarding school for 40
boys. (Could this be the first mention of the Ga&rlschool?)

On a lighter note - The Mount appears to have hagthastly reputation. From
some interviews conducted for the Archive, and ipaldrly from ‘Granny’
Winfield’s conversation with George Cannon, emesg®wies of a poltergeist that
poked the residents in their beds, took off thechtles, made strange noises, anc
caused objects to fall or be moved. Mr Tom Orpwand Mr Jack Snell sat in the
house all night but the apparition did not appé&éiss Edwards was called in and
reputedly the ghost of ‘the old schoolmaster’ (ijiaiuto be Mr Garlick) requested a
cross be put in every room. The Leatham family camsed by putting a cross of



matchsticks in each room, and were never troubdgina There is also a story of
glimpses of another ghost supposedly of an old Elyying a lamp, the sight of
which was enough to make ‘Granny’ Winfield’'s mothaint when she lived at The
Mount as a young girl. The young lady’s fatherublot her swoon had been caused
by aggravation from the boarders — until he toangBed the lamp carrying
apparition.

Ewelme’s past history is full of surprises, and ave fortunate to have acquired Dr
Tiller's thesis published by Oxoniensia in 1992 tioe Archive.

Lastly, we have had an enquiry from Denise Freemashing to re-establish
contact with Mrs Collier and her daughter Pat, whelma last met in the 1970’s in
Green Lane. Does anyone know of their present vahengs? Please call me on
01491 833154.

Carol Sawbridge for the Ewelme Society

FOES teas

Ewelme School is a Church of England Voluntary Alid&imary School founded
in 1437 by Alice Chaucer (granddaughter of the pasta place for high quality
education of any child. The original school islstilfull working order, making this
the "oldest continuously functioning school builglinin the country. The entire
medieval complex also includes the almshouses gbdlomse and church.

As the heart of Ewelme community, our school idac@ where children can feel
secure, happy and enthusiastic in their persomalugwf learning. It is a place that
nurtures care, trust and respect for all withinraigtian ethos. It is a place where
children have ownership of their learning, empoweby dedicated adults who
strive for successful, motivating and fun acti\stie

The Friends Of Ewelme School (FOES) is our PTA €parteacher association)
with a primary role in fundraising on behalf of thehool. The funds raised are used
to support our very small historic village schoaldaenhance the children’s
education; our current focus is on resurfacingpiagground.

Each year FOES host a number of afternoon teas;pifuvides opportunity for
members of the public to visit our historic schatiilst savouring fair-trade tea and
homemade cakes!

22 March (Mothering Sunday)
19 April
10 May
14 June



12 July

The Northmoor Trust

The Trust runs many different activities from thieang Wittenham site and here
are just a few of them. If more details are nedtied please telephone Zoe Burns
on 01865 407792 or visit their website www.northmingst.co.uk

Easter Sunday 12 April 10 am — 4 pm:

Northmoor Trust Easter Chicken and Egg Fest

Find out which came first; meet our brood of resbatery hens, see a peep of
chicks and bring your own flock to join in the fahall our eggy games and
activities. Activities from £1. No booking.

Friday 1 May 4:30 am — 6 am:

Northmoor Trust Dawn Chorus Walk

It's worth the early start! Learn more about thelbion the Northmoor Trust estate
for our dawn chorus walk to celebrate May Day. Rfast for sale afterwards.
Adults £4, Friends and under 16s free. Bookingmesal call 01865 407792

Sunday 3 May 4:30 am — 6 am:

Northmoor Trust Dawn Chorus Walk at Wallingford @adeadows.

Learn about the birds that live in the centre ofllivgford and how to identify

them - it is well worth the early start! Binocuidasecommended. Free. No booking.

Thursday 7 May 8:30 pm — 10:30 pm;

Northmoor Trust Bats at Riverside.

Meet at Riverside Meadows, Crowmarsh. Join a Ibaaikexpert to find out about
these fascinating night flyers & learn how to udemadetector. Free. Booking
essential.

Zoe Burns

Ewelme Horticultural Society

What fantastic support we had from so many peogdi® wame to the Skittles
Evening. Thank you all so much. The profit madd & a good start to our raising
funds towards the cost of hiring the marquee fa thllage Show. | am still

bemused as to how Peter controlled the teams fervihole evening whilst
remaining totally unflustered !



The AGM is on Thursday, 30 April at 6:30 pm in tidage Hall. This is followed
by a talk and slide show on Bulbs, Corms, Rhizoares Tubers. It will be given
by the Head Gardener of Blewbury Manor, RichardifgodHe has been at our last
two AGMs and his talks have been very interestihgill start at 7:30 pm and the
entrance will be £3.00. There will be refreshmevailable.

The annual Plant Show in the Village Hall is onusaay 18Viay, 10 am till 1 pm.
There will be many bedding plants, perennials arahging baskets all at
competitive prices and of good quality, right oruy@oorstep. Refreshments will
be available.

The coach trip to the RHS Garden at Wisley is otuigay, 20 June. The coach
will leave outside the Village Hall at 9:00 am amturn at approximately 5:30 pm.
The cost of the coach is £11.50 and the Gardemame#rfor non-members of RHS
is £6.00. RHS members and one guest go in freeaMd¢aking bookings now, so

to avoid disappointment please ring me on 014911 8B4r ring Cynthia on 01491

835687

We are planning to have an Open Gardens Day ina&veh Sunday 12 July, 2:00
pm till 5:00 pm, to raise money towards Church Funihere will be teas as usual
in the school. We already have had a significamblmer of houses agree to open
their gardens for this. If anyone else would benested in opening their gardens,
please ring me on 01491 834111 or Cynthia on 0B8B8687. I'm sure that this

will be a lovely afternoon in the village, for \athers and for visitors.



As always our Village Show is on August Bank Holiddonday. Last year seemed
such a success we are wondering if we are abletterlit this year. This can only
happen if we have your continued support by ergealh your home-grown and
home-baked produce. The subject for the Photogragairy is ‘Shadows’ and for
the adult drawing or painting entry (not to exc&ddtm x 60cm) it is ‘Farming’.
We hope to have more stalls on the Common duriagtiow this year.

We look forward to seeing you at our forthcoming@mg and thank you once again
for your support and interest.

Angela Harrison, Chairman

The Benson Players

BENSON PLAYERS will be performing 4 one-act playsorh the series
‘Deckchairs’ by Jean McConnell. Each play has ghslitwist-in-the-tale, with a
seaside setting, where two characters meet....

The performances will take place on 7, 8 and 9 I22§9 in Ewelme Village Hall
at 7:45 pm. Tickets (£6) will be available for saleApril from "Derry's Den" in
Benson High Street.

Hilary Binks, Secretary, Benson Players

Ewelme Watercress Beds and Local Nature Reserve
Management Team Newsletter No. 4

We had a memorable winter workday in January, dowrthe lower site, in the
snow, brilliant blue skies, planting about 50 youpgrging buckthorn whips.
These had been grown from seed by lan and nurtwredthe last two years. |t
has been a winter to remember with overnight teatpegs dropping to -12C. You
probably noticed that this did not have much effattthe water flow because this
comes out of the chalk aquifer at about 11C, alghotlhe cress got knocked back
by the frost. However, Des says that it has re@ae@nd is now growing well.
The regular workdays (first Saturday and third Wesittay mornings each month)
have been augmented by the ad hoc working grodpgse RAF did a grand job
under Tom’s supervision cutting back and pullingnsoof the bulrushes from the
trout pond. They enjoyed getting very muddy anel legen to come again next
year.

The regular work parties did further work in thiea, digging up the tenacious
roots and creating a meandering stream and a mudding area. We also had a



weekend visit from conservation volunteers madefugtudents from Birmingham
University who slept in the Reading Room over tleekend!

Again under Tom’s supervision they watched the @fb60’s film about the
Watercress Industry before clearing out some of watercress beds, in the
traditional way ready for replanting by Des in Apiihe vegetation alongside the
brook has had its annual cut. Following the Manag@nPlan this needs to be
allowed to grow to create the best habitat for watdes. Des has already observed
water vole activity and expects to see some yoengsh April.

Now that Spring is in the air, the daffodils aret @nd the vegetation will be
growing like mad. The regular team of mowers (Pétarden, Brian Connelly,
Tom Stevenson and Wallace Miners) will be keepimg paths mown weekly. If
you would like to join this team you would be vesglcome. Or why not come
along to one of our workdays on the first Saturdathird Wednesday each month,
anytime between 9:30-12:30 pm. It is worth comiadry one of Avril's delicious
cakes at coffee time. Please contact Tom on Thaeteasnson@ntlworld.com or
(01941 836888) if you want to be put on the emiadutation, listing the jobs to be
done.



As Tom reports, “This is always an exciting timetloé year with the anticipation
of what the coming spring will bring us but befave say farewell, hopefully, to
the winter. Here are a few records from the last feonths. We seem to have
played host to at least three water rails, all welloe road bridge. | have had a few
brief sightings of snipe with up to five on one werold morning and, on two
occasions a woodcock was seen flying over the TiRautd. Kingfisher and green
sandpiper have been regular visitors and a litfjeetehas called in from time to
time. Unfortunately not as regular as last winteDes tells me that it seems to
often turn up on a Thursday for some reason. | aove to know where it is
spending the bulk of its time and am sure it catm@otoo far away. Two new bird
feeders have been installed opposite the Centresbdar, | have only seen a robin
and pair of long-tailed tits using them. The fesdmie rather exposed with no cover
nearby but as the hedge develops | expect theirtausacrease. | am looking
forward to the appearance of water voles but caakke a plea to cat owners in the
village. If your cat is a “hunter” and frequents tiiVatercress Beds would it be
possible to put a collar with a bell round its neckm not too worried about the
birds as healthy individuals are quite capableooking after themselves but | am
not so sure about young water voles and with saehdumbers of this rare and
highly protected species it would be a shame tolasing more than will be lost

through ‘natural causes’.

The area outside the Watercress Centre is lookinghneleaner and tidier under
Wallace’'s care and soon the front entrance willklaoore attractive when two
flower mangers, to be planted up by Christine amrBThompson, who have
generously donated them, are in place. We had d gamber of visitors at the
beginning of March who told us how much they engbyieir visit. Several were
Chiltern Society members who had come to exploieghrt of the Chilterns. The
last of the season’s guided walks will take plac&psil and these will be followed
by Open Afternoons from May to September. All egeilake place the first Sunday
each month. Ann is looking forward to the openifighe Ewelme Village Store in
May, so that she can purchase supplies of milkreomde made cakes for afternoon
teas on the Sunday afternoons. We also hope maawrafisitors will be inspired
to come by bike following the promotion of Sustdilea Wallingford’'s newly
published cycling leaflet covering rides in the i@&rn Hills. We are pleased to
welcome a return visit at the end of March fromldri@n from RAF Benson who
will walk from school to the Centre. We hope thairenlocal schools will take up
our offer of an educational visit.

| am pleased to report that we now have very getations with the Friends of the
Watercress Beds and | wrote to thank them for imgitne to the AGM. | found the
number of attendees and their general commentsnaoueaging reward for our
efforts over the past year and for the future eflileds, both from a heritage and



environmental viewpoint. On behalf of the Chiltedociety, | have thanked the
Friends for both their financial donations to tlhwaming costs of the beds and for
those who are contributing their time as volunteéerthe maintenance. | now know
from personal experience how much ‘labour’ is reegithrough the year, and we
must acknowledge the contribution of all those ipgrants. We have a

management plan from Sarah Coulson-Phillips’s wask year for the future and

together can pursue those aims with confidenceok forward to seeing you all

again at one of the workdays as | am sure thatibes will start growing again as
soon as the weather warms up a little.

John Taylor, Chairman Management Team

Ewelme Village Preschool

Last term certainly finished with a bang. WasnWwitnderful to see all that snow?
There is nothing quite like a bit of sledging oe hommon and a snowman or two
to set you up for the “half term” break - (well, my mind it is still “half term”
anyway!) Well done to Preschool for opening the&iois that week! The holidays
go so quickly then it's back for the new term apding is definitely in the air, if
not quite sprung yet! Preschool’s topic for the nemwn is COLOUR. The children
will be able to come dressed in various colourssfoow and tell - (yellow might be
rather a challenge for some of us!) As | write tiie children have already flipped
and eaten innumerable pancakes on Shrove Tuesdtgy.ib the term the children
will have a visit from a dental hygienist; make mefts’ day presents; support
Comic Relief by dressing up and of course, thinguwalicaster. This will include the
all-important Easter Egg hunt and our thanks galane and Roger Moore for
letting us borrow their beautiful garden again fgdRoger, yet more mowing!) As
always, thanks go to Diane and her staff who dd suaonderful job settling in all
the new children and ensuring plenty of enrichimgl &xciting activities. Also,
congratulations go to Jane for passing her NVQ 3.

As | write this report we are about to begin theitxg job of updating the outdoor
area. Our own Vernon Miners will begin by sortingt the subsidence. Once this is
organised, the company “Top Play” will put down alirweather surface which
should mean that in the future children will beeabd use the garden during the
winter months too. The icing on the cake will be trelivery of such magical items
as Betonkas, Wiggle bars and toadstools...alllvaltevealed!

Preschool is now operating at full capacity. As e also had children on the
waiting list this has meant we have been able terdfvo afternoon sessions: on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Ewelme Preschool is opalt thildren aged 2%z to 5
years. We run during term time Monday to Fridayl59to 12:00 noon, with

extended lunch sessions offered on Monday and \Weldiye Afternoon sessions



run on Tuesday and Thursday. If you are interesteghrolling your child, please
do contact our admissions registrar. Please cal901835413 or e-mail
ewelme.preschool@yahoo.co.uk for more information.

Natalie Fraser, Secretary

Chiltern Chase Charity 10km and 5km runs

Location: Ewelme Common, Oxfordshire
Date: Sunday 7 June 2009 @ 10:00 am

Fancy a healthy jog (or even a walk if you wish) dood causes in the picturesque
Chiltern Hills?

The Chiltern Chase is a 10k charity run that sténasn Ewelme Common and
wends its way up into the Chiltern Hills using &«acand bridleways before
returning through this historic village to finism éhe Common. Now in its fourth
year, the race has gained popularity with athlatebjoggers from Oxfordshire and
further afield who enjoy running this uniquely b&au multi-terrain course.

2009 will see the addition of a 5k event which vegd will attract runners, walkers
and many Teams from clubs, pubs and services. Ouwb wsite
www.chilternchase.org.uk has further details of téeent, along with many
testimonials from those that have joined us toeram®ney for “Life, Health and
Opportunity.”

This year we are dividing all proceeds equally lsstv Ewelme Primary School
(http://lwww.ewelme.oxon.sch.uk/) and a very wortlbguse further afield -
OneWater (www.onedifference.org) who help many camitres in Africa. We
aim to make the day fun for all the family with f@iound rides, stalls and
refreshments. So download an entry form off the siegdand come along and join
us.

Barry Tindall

Nature Notes

6 January 2009 — coldest night on record for egyhtgears.
Caroline Francis saw the first snowdrops on thartuary.
2 February — the heaviest snow fall for nearly tiysgrears.

16 February — for the first time this year the tempa® reached double figures,
minus 10 degrees centigrade. So much for globaimivay.



Sarah Emmett says the French believe that if thexel3 moons in a year it will be
a wet year. Good news, only 12 moons this year.

‘Doves portray peace’, but not in Tricia and Kiestkcott's garden. They tell me
that the doves chase off all the other birds frbentiird feeder including pigeons.

The elusive Little Egret came back for two or thrmeeeks but now only calls in
occasionally. He doesn't realise what a little bely he is.

Natalie Fraser’s garden is a mini Nature reseneerpDwvoodpeckers, coal tits, long-
tailed tits and many other birds.

Claire Scott-Bowden and Gordon Russell saw a Palean the lower end of the
site. It is native to Britain but can become a ance.

| was alerted by 3 or 4 blackbirds fluttering ardutine mink trap. On closer
inspection it appeared that it had been a blackivag as well as a mink trap. |
released the trapped bird and everything settlechdigain!

Nature Diary for 2008

2008 was a very poor year for butterflies due teey wet spring. Poor year for

dragon flies and frogs. An average year for toadsje newts seen. A good year for
grass snakes and for the first time slow worms doan the site. An average year
for small mammals with the exception of water-vpldmt have had a very good
year. More fox and deer seen in gardens than owaler cress beds.

Terry Allsop, Natalie Fraser, Patrick Gossett, lan@hilcott and Peter Lemaire
have all seen deer in their gardens. Sue Hilldhatlintjac deer born in her garden.
It just goes to show if we put all our gardens thge they make one large Nature
reserve.

Good news — 27 February — The first butterfly sées year, a small tortoise-shell.
Only one was recorded on site last year.

Des Dix 01491 838876

Birdie nature notes for 28 January

| watched a kingfisher fishing in the watercressidogust upstream of the road
bridge opposite Shillay and Bywater. In the reedsbdownstream of the road
bridge | saw a water rail on two separate occasivvisilst walking on the road

path alongside the lower beds | could see a whitd d& a distance — our Little
Egret. It was about halfway between the weir aredfély end of the lower beds. |
skulked behind bushes on the road path and it tdbkn front of me. | had a

wonderful view of it as it flew across the fields.



My bird book says ‘black legs and golden feet’, this egret looked as though it
had bright yellow/gold legs — not just the feet.idew away from me, they trailed
behind — quite strikingly! Is that the breedingauni | wonder or was it just the long
feet trailing ?

Tina Thompson

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir

May | thank all concerned with the Ewelme Villagews which brought back
many happy memories. | was particularly interestecead Mick Phillips’ account
of his school days in 1957 when Miss Walker celtdaldher twenty five years at
the school. I lived at Down Farm and went to schindl934 and was also taught by
Miss Walker and Mr Quixley senior. In those daysréhwere only two classrooms,
one up and one down, joined by a stone spiralcstsé which is now boxed in.

Gerald Smith was a classmate of mine and | was/ gorhear of Yvonne's and

Gerald’s deaths. Many times we bought six inch bescof watercress from them
for five shillings after my marriage in 1955 whefivied in Oxford and my mother

still lived in Ewelme. Naturally | was married byet Revd Bolton in St Mary’s with

Tom Heather at the organ.

We were great friends of Fred Greenaway who kepvilage store and post office
firstly opposite the watercress beds and then mglsi Pool. His wife taught me
piano to grade four. There was also another sh@y ttee school kept by the
Pouparts. The memories live forever!

Sincerely,
Pat Boddington (nee Babs Hewitt), Cressingham RBadding

Ewelme Church Fete Monday 25th May
Shake off the snow, make a note in your diary.
Exciting stalls, great draw prizes
Spring clean and support St Mary's with cash framurattic.

Watch for the list of who's running each stall.



GIFT STALL

Have you any new unwanted gifts ? Please take tteearoline Francis, La
Welme Cottage, High Street or ring 01491 838443 lection.

Caroline Francis

“Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to help spinal cord inpured people live full and
independent lives.”

Great British Fish and Chip Supper — Friday 15 May2009

Want to do something different? Want to raise monénere you live or work?
Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising moneyctoarity? Hold a fish and chip
supper on Friday 15 May 2009 whilst raising awassnef spinal cord injury and
supporting SIA’s information and support services.

You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own bapat work or hold a larger
supper at your local community centre.

SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hsnénd tips, recipes, invitations
and donation envelopes. By inviting 7 friends arskireg them to donate an
additional £5.00 means you will raise at least 833rom your supper but we will
also give you additional fundraising ideas to r&gen more money for SIA.

In 2009 SIA will celebrate its 35Anniversary and being that Friday 15 May 2009
is Spinal Cord Injury awareness day, what a betiey to raise funds than eating
Fish and Chips and raising money for SIA.

The money raised from the suppers will help then&lpinjuries Association offer
support to individuals who become paralysed anuat families, from the moment a
spinal injury occurs, and for the rest of theirebvby providing services and
publications which enable and encourage paralyss=aplp to lead independent
lives.

Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experienspiaal cord injury and there
are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured peioplee UK alone.

Donor Development Officer, Elizabeth Wright, sayhe Fish and Chip Supper is
a wonderful opportunity for a great evening witlefids and family. We are also
encouraging people who work to hold a Fish and Chipch in their work places
to raise even more funds. You may be even a lamainaunity group wanting to
run a fun evening with your group.



2009 is the first year that SIA are running thepgrp but we already envisage this
to be one of our top fundraising initiatives in tB&A calendar over the coming
years. Be a part of something special and makalalitference to help spinal cord
injured people gain access to the information ampsrt they need to enable them
to live full and independent lives.”

For more information or request a fundraising pealk Elizabeth Wright on 0845
678 6633 xtn 229 or email fishandchips@spinal.comkisit www.spinal.co.uk

B.E.S.T (Benson Environmental Survey Team)

The next meeting of BEST will be on Tuesday 21 Astarting at 7:30 pm in the
Ewelme Watercress Beds Visitor Centre. The speaileibe one of the group’s
members, Peter Clarke, who will be talking abouiti®r deer and the current
issues about their large numbers and possibleadontr

BEST meets about 10 times a year, either in then fof an evening meeting in
either Benson or Ewelme with a guest speaker oa @irld trip to a site of local

ecological or environmental interest. The March timgewas a talk by Dave Holt
on the subject of the project to develop a hydravgroscheme at Goring weir.
Future meetings this year are likely to includeisat o Withymead nature reserve
near Goring and the BBOWT reserve at Warburg. Thamalso maintains a small
wildlife area, Mill Brook Mead alongside the browkPreston Crowmarsh.

If you would like more information about the nexeeting or future activities
please contact either the chairman —

Tom Stevenson (Chairman) tel: 01491 836888

(e-mail thomas.stevenson@ntlworld.com)

or Keith Tibbs (Secretary) Tel: 01491 838689

(e-mail keith.tibbs4@ntlworld.com).



EWELME HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

EWELME VILLAGE HALL
BULBS, CORMS RHIZOMES and TUBERS

an illustrated talk by Richard Roslyn
(Head Gardener of Blewbury Manor)

Highly recommended

Thursday 30 April at 7:30 pm
Entrance £3.00

Refreshments available
This follows the AGM at 6:30 pm

GRAND PLANT SALE

Bedding Plants
Perennials
Hanging Baskets

all at competitive prices
Saturday 16 May
10:00 am -1:00 pm
Raffle

Refreshments available



Ewelme Watercress Beds Local Nature Reserve
First Sunday each month

Guided walk -5 April
10:30 am at the Watercress Centre.

Coffee available after the walk

Open afternoon2 - 5 pm
3 May, 7 June, 5 July
2 August, 6 September

Self guided walks around the upper and lower sitesf the nature reserve.
TEAS

DVD of old watercress industry, photo, and histaoicls display
Adults £2 (accompanied children free)
- Friends of the Watercress Beds free entry -
No dogs allowed, except guide dogs
Stout footwear advisable

Watercress Beds Centre, High St, Ewelme

Further information telephone Ann on 01491 835173



Village Diary
All events are in Ewelme Village Hall unless statdiderwise.

22 March Mothering Sunday teas in Ewelme School fB08® pm
30 March Wheelie bins start being delivered to Eveeprroperties

5 April  Guided walk at the Watercress Beds at Q@
8 April Parish Council meeting at 7:30 pm
12 April Easter Day
19 April  Teas in Ewelme School from 2:30 pm
21 April  BEST meeting at the Watercress Centre 3@ pm
30 April  Horticultural AGM and guest speaker, 6:30 p
3 May Open afternoon at the Watercress Beds 2806-pm
10 May Teas in Ewelme School from 2:30 pm
13 May Parish Council meeting at 7:30 pm
15 May Fish and chip day everywhere!
16 May Plant Sale from 10:00 am until 1:00 pm

Cover picture of the tomb of Alice, Duchess of 8iKf in St Mary’s Church after

her recent makeover.

COPY DATE for the next Ewelme News is
FRIDAY 1 MAY
to
pjlemaire@aol.com or Firethorn Cottage

WANTED...your views......

Car parking

Your Parish Council is investigating an extensiothie car park by the sports area and would
like to hear your views and/or suggestions.

There will be a display of various options as vesllopportunities to leave your
comments/suggestions and take part in an opensdigcuin the Village Hall offthursday 2™
April at 7.30 — 9.00 pm.Pop in and leave your comments or be involved endiscussion......
it’'s up to you.

Should the car park extend onto Cow Common? Isipgudf cars on the grass verges
acceptable? Could we find another space in thagellfor a car park?
This could affect you....... SO please come along.

Wheelie bins

There will also be a display about the NEW WASTELCEBCTION SERVICE starting in
June and there will be an opportunity for you taule know if you will have problems with this.



Ewelmarish Council



