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Editorial

These editorials seem to come round incredibly quickly! It appears that I
am delivering the News one week and then starting the process of typing
articles for the next edition about two days later!

As I write this - Henley Regatta has finished, Roger Federer has just won
the Men’s Singles at Wimbledon, and the nights are beginning to draw in.
The day with the longest hours of daylight has been and gone and therefore
we are heading towards ………. now I’m starting to be pessimistic. I am
determined to make the most of the summer period because all too soon we
shall be into autumn and those misty, murky mornings as we drive in to
work. To all those villagers who are heading off somewhere exciting and
distant – have a safe journey. Enjoy yourselves and recharge the batteries
whilst  you  can  because  reality  will  be  waiting  for  you  back  here  in
Ewelme!  By  the  way,  if  you  fancy  a  night  out  in  London  and  the
Langham’s Infinity Suite is available, it will cost you £6,000 a night!!!!!

For those of you staying in and around Ewelme let’s hope this glorious
weather continues. I might even get out and about walking! In fact, I have
a confession to make. I arrived in the village in 1968 at Ewelme School on
teaching practice and fell in love with it, vowing that when I settled down I
would make Ewelme my home. In 1971 that happened and we lived at 2
The Terrace, next door to Minnie Harris at number one and Joyce and Alan
Woodley at number 3. My confession is that it wasn’t until the middle of
June 2009 that I actually walked along The Hyde! Over 35 years in the
village and never walked along any of the highways and by-ways. I will do
my best to cover a few more during these summer months. Which walks
are the best as far as you are concerned? Make sure you let me know.

The Editor

Parish News

It’s very pleasing for the Parish Council to hear that so many people think
that the recreation ground at The Common is looking so good. The idea of
cutting the grass with the ‘ancient’ tractor and gang-mowers with a team of
volunteers was excellent and the results are there for all to see. Well done
to Councillor Vern Miners who got this one going! It also means that we



are saving around £2,000 a year by cutting it ourselves – money that can be
better used elsewhere.

The new regime for rubbish collection has begun without too many hitches
and we also note that Oakley Wood has opened again. Both have changed
and it’s taking a bit of getting used to. The bins are collected but have you
noticed – no-one ‘official’  looks inside them! We could be doing it  all
wrong and the glass and paper could be going in with the nappies and
clingfilm because it just goes into the back of the lorry regardless! Perhaps
that’s where the microchip fits into the situation!!

We have recently  experienced  an  interesting  situation  over  the Village
Hall.  As  many of  you  know,  the ‘owners’  of  the  Village Hall  are  the
Custodian Trustees (the parish councillors) who ensure that the day-to-day
management of the building is passed on to the Managing Trustees known
locally as the Ewelme Village Hall Management Committee. Basically the
main role of the Custodian Trustees is to hold, on behalf of the Managing
Trustees (the EVHMC), documents relating to title of the property,  etc.
The Charity Commission makes it very clear that Custodian Trustees are
required to do whatever the Managing Trustees deem necessary to enable
them to do their job. In other words the Custodian Trustees are required to
act on the instructions of the Managing Trustees, and they are certainly not
empowered to hinder them or prevent them doing the job as the Managing
Trustees  believe it  should be done.  This  situation occurred  at  a  recent
Parish  Council  meeting  where  the Custodian  Trustees were  telling  the
Managing Trustees what they should do. We shall have to be very careful
about this in the future because we certainly don’t want to fall foul of the
Charity Commission and risk the Village Hall losing its charitable status.

On a recent visit to RAF Benson, the Station Commander, Group Captain
Jonathan  Burr,  told  me  that  he  would  ensure  that  Ewelme  residents
received some tickets for the forthcoming Families Day on 27 August. I
have recently been in touch with RAF Benson but – as yet – have no idea
as to the number of tickets we might receive and when we might receive
them. I shall make sure it is well publicised in the village when they do
finally arrive. Like last time, it demand outstrips supply, then we shall have
a ballot for the tickets. Watch this space!

As you will read later on in the News in the Nature Notes from Des Dix,
some bright spark has dumped an enormous carp into King’s Pool! This is



not what King’s Pool is for, it shouldn’t be a repository for unwanted fish
or food. The latter is most important too because some people leave masses
of bread in there when they feed the ducks. Sometimes there is too much
for the ducks to cope with. This in turn attracts the rats who are always on
the look out for free and easy food. So, please folks, feed the ducks a little
food and - when they get bored and paddle away to pastures wet and new -
just stop throwing it towards them. Finally, please, please don’t put fish
into the pond to disturb the native trout. Many thanks!

Peter Lemaire, Chairman, Ewelme Parish Council

Ewelme Fête

What a lovely day it was!

Once again our Village Fête was held on the afternoon of the late May
Bank Holiday Monday. It attracted many happy visitors, and made a lovely
English village scene. With masses of bunting, and beautifully decorated
stalls, perfect weather and wonderful help and support from stallholders
and visitors, it has been deemed a great success.



The Parochial Church Council thank everyone who came, and those who
contributed such wonderful prizes for the Grand Draw, food and cakes for
the teas and cake stall,  and the masses of items for all  the other stalls,
which together contributed to our success in raising an exceptional sum of
£3,200 towards the running costs of our church.

Huge thanks must also go to those stalwarts who stayed behind to clear the
site so efficiently. We now look forward to 2010, when we plan to hold the
next fête on Monday 31 May. 

‘Chips’ Gell
 
Headteacher Recruitment

As  many  Ewelme  News  readers  will  already  know,  after  three  very
successful years as Headteacher of Ewelme School, Mr Andrew Markham
will be leaving us at the end of the summer term to become Headteacher of
Watlington Primary School.

Unfortunately, the level of response to our recent advertisement for a new
Headteacher  was  disappointing,  so  we  have  decided  to  re-advertise  in
September.

The Governors are extremely grateful to Mrs Margery Slatter, our highly
experienced Class One teacher, for agreeing to be the Acting Headteacher
from September until we can make a permanent appointment.  We are sure
she will do an excellent job.

Mary Taylor-Lane, Chair of Ewelme School Governors

Notes of Parish Council Meeting 13 May 2009 

Present – David Cooper, Peter Lemaire, Vernon Miners, Theresa
 Redgewell
Apologies – Melissa Fletcher, Paul Humphrey

Reports  were  presented  by  councillors  and  nominated people  for  the
Annual  General  Meeting  –  which  was  followed  by  the  normal  Parish
Council meeting.

Roles – these would be kept the same as last year.



Village Plan – any major issues would be put on the agenda for discussion.

Finance team – has proposed that council should be made aware of the
need to constrain expenditure and keep to the budget. It was felt that we
needed to maintain a £10,000 buffer when budgeting for 2011/12.

Village Hall access – legal documentation regarding access alongside and
behind the Village Hall had been drawn up by Hedges.

Brook – this needs the annual cleaning of weed. Tim Ison would be asked
to clear it again.

Planning – Hampden way application to build affordable housing was first
amended and then withdrawn.

Village Hall footpath – the new steps by the garden play area were felt to
be  a  possible  trip  hazard.  Handrails  would  be  put  up  after  OCC  had
resurfaced the path.

Notes of Parish Council Meeting 10 June 2009 

Present – David Cooper, Melissa Fletcher, Peter Lemaire, Vernon Miners,
Theresa Redgewell
Apologies – Paul Humphrey

Pavilion / Sports area hire – council agreed that the fee of £25 should be
applied to all hirers, with no discounts for charities or local groups. The
key should not be given out  unless the agreement has been signed and
payment made and that all hirers should give a deposit. The key must be
returned by the hirer or a charge will be taken out of the deposit.

Village Hall access – Councillor Cooper had recommended to council to
use the agreement drawn up by Hedges and this would be shown to the
owners of the Post Office for their approval.

RAF liaison –  councillors  felt  that  more  communication  was  needed.
Local parishes to be contacted to present a united approach.

Common Car Park – plans are being prepared for improvements to the
current car park. If the actual Common was used as an overflow car park,



with  an  electric  fence,  Marlene  Edwards  had  requested  that  someone
would be responsible for looking after the fence if cattle were present.

Health and safety – some residents reported that cattle on The Common
were quite frisky. Councillors pointed out that there were notices advising
walkers that there were cattle on The Conmmon thus allowing users to
decide whether or not to enter.

War Shrine – this is being voluntarily well kept by Richard Luker and
Council wanted to express their thanks.

Free  school  transport –  Felix  Bloomfield  had  written  requesting  the
support of the Parish Council. The Chairman to write a supporting letter.

Please  remember  that  these  are  only  random notes  from  both  Parish
Council meetings. A full copy of the minutes can be seen on the notice
boards outside the Reading Room and also at the bottom of Green Lane. If
anyone wants a copy emailed to them, just let Sue Hill, Parish Clerk, know
at sue@hill1285.orangehome.co.uk

The Editor

Police update on Ewelme
 

One road traffic collision reported by Cottesmore Lane, no further action to
be taken.

Nottingham Knockers have been reported along the High Street, please be
wary of people attending your house attempting to sell goods, please report
incidents to us.

No further incidents to report

The next Police Surgery for Ewelme will be held in Benson on Wednesday
15 July from 12:30  – 13:30 and 18:00  – 19:00 at the Parish Hall, Benson.

PCSO Sarah Talbot and  PC Paul Webber

Painting in Ewelme

For a painter of landscapes it is always a pleasure to discover new subject
matter  and Ewelme and its surrounding countryside certainly struck  an



inspirational note in my brushes. The fold of the valley rang a distant echo
of a recent painting trip to the Hadhramaut region of Eastern Yemen and it
was  a  great  privilege  to  be  invited  by  my  university  friend  Harriet
Coleridge to exhibit some of my work in her pottery studio during Oxford
Art week last May.

Harriet’s work is about the combination of fire and earth and several of the
paintings that I displayed were of a similar subject matter, mainly of mud-
brick architecture in a sun baked landscape. Ewelme however was much
closer to my inspirational origins of the Warwickshire landscapes around
Stratford upon Avon where I grew up and where I began painting. While
painting in Ewelme the potential subject matter began to reveal itself in
increasing degrees, from the old stones around the back of the church to
the verdant green of the water-cress beds. There is also a view from the
bridge on the road to Benson that I am very much looking forward to paint
in the near future.

Perhaps one of the most poignant moments was when I placed my painting
stool in the church-yard to paint the Jerome tombs and the church porch. I
found myself at the foot of the grave of Sir Evelyn Shuckburgh, whom I
remembered having met years before, recounting stories of his time at the
Embassy in Rome and the particular nature of the cabinet of paintings kept
there.

What impressed me most about the week that I spent in Ewelme was the
vibrant  community  that  seemed  to  flourish  there;  personally  I  am  a
confirmed city-dweller, but I am well aware of the dedication and effort
required to make a wonderful village like Ewelme not only survive through
our  era  of  giant  supermarkets  and  shopping  complexes  but  positively
thrive. It will be a pleasure to show more paintings in Harriet’s studio on
the 12 July during the Open Gardens day and then in the village shop for a
month.  Judging  by  the  excellent  smoked  duck  sold  in the  shop,  my
paintings will be in good company.

Charles Foster-Hall, www.charlesfoster-hall.com or
cfosterhall@hotmail.com or tel: 07980 992 227

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EWELME 

Priest-in-Charge      -       Revd Jonathan Meyer



      Ewelme Benefice
The Rectory 
Parson's Lane
Ewelme
OX10 6HP
Telephone 01491 837823

Churchwardens       -       Mr Martin Spence
    Mr Chips Gell

Organists                 -      numerous
Tower Captain        -       Miss Kay Tuckwell
Church Flowers      -       Mrs Angela Smailes
Parochial Church Council

Secretary        -       Mr Graham Bayford
Treasurer        -       Mr Neil Blake

 

Warden of the Almshouses    -  Mrs Dee Rosier
Ewelme School headteacher  -  Mr Andrew Markham 

Ewelme  School  attends  church  every  Friday  in  term  time.  Preschool
children have a very informal ‘Pram Service’ on the first Tuesday each
month in term time. Check details with Natalie Fraser 834721 or George
Cannon on 835154.

Sunday 26 July 11:15 am Holy Communion BCP

Sunday 2 August   8:00 am Holy Communion BCP
9:45am Parish Communion, Common Worship – 

Modern Language
No Evensong

Sunday 9 August   8:00 am Holy Communion BCP
11:15 am Matins BCP

Sunday 16 August   8:00 am Holy Communion BCP
  9:45 am Family Service with Holy Baptism

Sunday 23 August 11:15 am Holy Communion BCP

Sunday 30 August   8:00 am Holy Communion BCP
10:00 am Benefice Service

Celebration Matins, Patronal Festival, Brightwell Baldwin



Sunday 6  September   8:00 am Holy Communion BCP
  9:45 am Parish Communion Common Worship
  6:00 pm Evensong

Sunday 13 September   8:00 am Holy Communion BCP
11:15 am Matins BCP

Sunday 20 September   8:00 am Holy Communion BCP
  9:45 am Family Service

Sunday 27 September 11:15 am Holy Communion BCP

Parish Registers for May and June

Holy Matrimony
Simon Marlow – Elizabeth Arundel 20 June 2009
Matt O’Brien – Melanie Matson 27 June 2009

HOLY DAYS

We have been here for over six months now. I recently made the mistake of
referring to Ewelme as Kintbury, where we came from. Dr Freud would
probably suggest  that  such a slip  of  the tongue indicates that  we now
firmly  consider  Ewelme  our  home  and  to  mistakenly  refer  to  it  as
somewhere where we were very happy is a sign that we are settled. But
however settled one is, holidays are important. We will be taking a break to
refresh ourselves. 

The word holiday has derived from holy day, the days of rest ordained by
the church in the past. Days when it was not necessary to work; Sunday for
example, great festivals such as Christmas, Easter and Whitsun; all holy
days.  Holy itself  simply means set  apart.  And that  is  exactly what  our
holidays should be, time set aside to do something different, to reflect on
the state of one’s life, to consider how to develop and grow. Bishop Steven
Cottrell of Reading even suggests that we should do nothing to change our
lives. 

So even if you are not able to go away, try to take time to have a break
from routine. Take time to do nothing. If you are like me you will sit down
for a few moments and continually think you should be getting on with



something else but it is always good to stop and relax. Many of the great
mystics would meditate to clear their minds, to be transported in such a
way that they could not put into words their experiences. Holiness is all
around us, reconnect with the Holy.

Have a good holiday!

The Reverend Jonathan Meyer

Millstream Day Centre

The Day Centre provides a sociable atmosphere, stimulation and a good
lunch 3 days a week (Monday, Wednesday and Friday) for retired age men
and women from Benson, Ewelme and surrounding villages. It is a charity
and relies on volunteers to assist the three paid staff.

Help is needed from about 10:30 am to 1:00 pm (approximately) to provide
tea / coffee and help serve the lunch.

In  addition we need DRIVERS prepared to collect  and return members
who would not otherwise be able to attend. Petrol money is refunded for
this.

These is also a need for help in the KITCHEN, either at 9 am for an hour
or so to help prepare the food or about midday till 1 pm to help clear up.

If you can spare any time to help, either on a regular or occasional basis,
the members would be very grateful. Phone Ian Brown on 01491 834889
any Monday, Wednesday or Friday morning.

Ian Brown, Administrator, Millstream Day Centre

Ewelme Novice Horse and Dog Show

The big day is Sunday 6 September, 2009, with a 9:30 am start for the
horse show and a 12 noon start for the dogs.  Lots of fun for everyone so
come along  and  bring  your  dogs  and  ponies.  There  will  be  plenty  of
refreshments available – so why not make a day of it ?

To be held  as  usual  at  Wineglass  Corner  by  kind  permission  of  Miss
Marlene Edwards.



Sandra Ayling, Secretary, 01491 834556

Ewelme Barn Dance – Saturday 29 August at 7 pm

Please join us for a few hours of late-summer merrymaking at this
light-hearted event suitable for all ages and abilities! Local band
Tinker's Ditch, starring Ewelme's David Langston, will get us all on our
feet and walk us through the steps before each dance. Some of the dances
can be fairly vigorous, but there will be plenty of seating if you feel you
need a rest! The "barn" will be a spacious marquee on the Recreation
Ground (which you will doubtless be visiting again for the Horticultural
Show on 31 August!). A Hog Roast (included in the ticket price) will be
served during the interval. Beer, wine and soft drinks will be on sale at
the bar.

All proceeds will be divided equally between Ewelme Church and Ewelme
Cricket Club.

Tickets:  Adult ₤10, Child (under 14) ₤5, Family (two adults and their
children under 14) ₤25.

Buy your tickets now from:  Martin Spence (01491 838534), 
Andy Climpson (01491 825132), 
or Derry's Den (01491 824152).

Martin Spence

The Ewelme Society

It  has  at  last  been  confirmed  that  RAF  Benson  is  to remain  for  the
foreseeable future and we are glad that Mick Prendergast, now a civilian
MOD employee, has taken over the mantle of Station Historian.  Mick is
putting together a Station Museum which will be housed in a room in SHQ
and has requested information from the Ewelme Archive, which we have
been delighted to provide. He has donated some interesting photographs
taken before the war, showing the area before the airfield was built. He
also gave us a copy of the Carlton TV video entitled ‘Above & Beyond’,
the  two  half  hour  programmes  about  the Photographic Reconnaissance
Unit that were screened in 2002. This has been converted to DVD and if



anyone would like a DVD copy, please contact me and it will be provided
on a contribution.

Mick and I visited Anne Williams, who has a deep knowledge of, and vast
collection of PRU information and artefacts. One of the items that took our
interest is the Operational Diary of Flt Lt A F P Fane, a PRU Spitfire pilot
who was posted to RAF Benson in December 1941 on ‘C’ Flight,  541
Squadron. The Diary augmented his Log Book and contains nail  biting
accounts of his operations over Northern Europe from RAF Benson, and
then over Norway from Wick in Scotland. In January 1942 ‘C’ Flight was
sent  to  Wick  to  cover  the  operations  to  locate  the  German  Battleship
Tirpitz in the fiords round Trondheim.  This involved a hazardous flight of
some 360 miles over the North Sea to the Norwegian coast in appalling
winter  weather  conditions and often in  zero visibility.   On 23 January
1942, on his first trip from Wick, he successfully located and photographed
the Tirpitz. However, on his flight home he only just made a safe landfall
at Wick’s satellite Skitton, with just 10 gallons of petrol left in his tanks.
Also on ‘C’ Flight  was Flt  Sgt  Mervyn  Jones, who had won the 1940
Grand National on Bogskar – he had been given special leave from his
Navigation Course to ride the horse. Unfortunately Flt Sgt Jones was killed
on a photo reconnaissance operation. 

Flt Lt Fane flew his 17th and final trip to Trondheim on 3 March 1942
when  ‘C’  Flight  then  returned  to  RAF  Benson  and  he  continued
photographing Northern Europe. He was killed on 18 July 1942 returning
from Flensburg on his 32nd trip when his Spitfire crashed in bad weather
near Great Shelford in Cambridgeshire.  

We have recently been contacted for information by a Jerome K Jerome
researcher  in  Walsall,  the  author’s  home  town,  and  also  a  researcher
planning a Radio 3 programme on the internationally renowned Musical
Ladies (Jelly D’Aranyi  and Margaret  Ritchie) who lived in The Garden
House in Ewelme 60 years ago. Everything we have in the archive has
been  shared  -  but  if  anyone  feels  they  can  contribute  any  additional
information on any of these famous individuals, please let me know.

The Ewelme Society was also credited with providing copy for an article in
the  May  2009  Daimler  &  Lanchester  Owners  Club  magazine.  Some
months ago, a member noticed a photograph in the Ewelme village book of
a Daimler filling up at the KCB Café, once situated on the Old London



Road on the airfield, and contacted the archive for more information. The
KCB Café was demolished in 1942 when the runways were extended but
one of  Mick  Prendergast’s  RAF aerial  photographs  show the buildings
before this occurred. By chance a village resident obtained the magazine
from a friend and has passed a copy to the archive.  

Another  fascinating  document  the  archive  has  recently  acquired  is  a
dissertation entitled The Suffolk Legacy, by Louise Hutchings. She delves
into the setting up of the Trust and its subsequent history, mentioning that
in the early Victorian era the almsmen had dwindled in number to a very
few who did not attend church as stipulated. More amazing is the fact that
the school  was  derelict,  with  broken  windows and  had  not  been  used
within ‘living memory’.  

Finally,  Ewelme  has  another  unexpected  claim  to  fame being  recently
mentioned in a Daily Telegraph article by Dr David Starkey, the eminent
Tudor historian. Dr Starkey has been prominent in the media regarding the
500th accession to the throne of King Henry VIII  and wrote - "You can
actually go to the place where he was conceived - Henry was conceived at
the home of the second Duke of Suffolk (John de la Pole) at Ewelme, near
Wallingford in Oxfordshire when his parents spent a month there in the
autumn of 1490.  The manor house is long gone, but the old church is still
there,  and  some  almshouses,  and  a  profound  air  of  old,  unchanging
England:  A place”, says Dr Starkey, "where you really do feel, 'What's
500 years?'"  Henry VIII’s mother, Queen Elizabeth of York, was the niece
of the second Duchess of Suffolk, Princess Elizabeth Plantagenet, and it is
known that Henry VII remained on good terms with the aged John de la
Pole  although  subsequently  the  Tudors  exiled  or  executed  John’s
Plantagenet sons.   
  

Carol Sawbridge for The Ewelme Society
 

Ewelme Watercress Beds and Local Nature Reserve
Management Team Newsletter No. 6

It is now over twelve months since the Executive of the Chiltern Society
accepted  the  new  Management  Plan  for  the  Watercress Beds.  Sarah
Coulson and members of the Review Team who prepared the plan, were
invited to meet with the Society’s Executive on a social basis, prior to the
business meeting held at the Watercress Centre in May. The Management



Team are pleased with the progress made since last year and were able to
show  the  visitors  round  the  site.  The  Executive  was impressed  with
progress and the beds were looking good. The water voles are now better
protected by a much wider and higher strip of vegetation alongside the
brook, the bund and the back water. The dry meadow on the Upper Site has
a richer diversity of wild flowers. But more of that later!  

The Friends of the Watercress Beds put on a splendid barbecue following
the workday on 6 June. This was a big thank you to all the volunteers who
put in so much effort  in all  weathers throughout the year  including the
Sonning Common Green Gym who worked on the Beds at least eight times
last year.  The weather was a bit dull and wet, but undeterred, Vernon did a
grand job as chief chef under the gazebo.  The Management Team would
also  like  to  thank  Patrick  and  Jan  (Gosset),  Peter  (Lemaire),  Cynthia
(Winfield), Juliette (Nissen), Sue (Shepperson), and Gemma (Benoleil) for
producing a  magnificent  lunch.  We missed Des and Avril  Dix  on this
occasion as they were on holiday in the States.     

The wild flower meadow is better than ever this year with a remarkable
growth of yellow rattle which is now spreading naturally. Ian Stephenson
is organising plant surveys in July and Juliette and Ann Truesdale will be
helping identify and record the number of species found. We will report
the results  in  the next  newsletter.  Meanwhile  the butterfly  surveys  are
being carried  out  using the ‘transect’  method which will  enable  future
generations to use identical techniques and thus make direct comparisons.
Up to the present, 15 species have been encountered and numbers are very
much higher  than last  year  which  suffered  from the appalling  summer
weather. Ian and Tom have had a couple of moth trapping sessions and,
although nothing very rare turned up, the total number of species for the
site has now passed the 100 mark. If  you see strange blue lights in the
meadow, don’t  panic – the Martians have not  arrived – yet!  When we
recently set up one of the traps below the Road Bridge, at dusk, we were
greeted by the amazing site of about 20 ghost moths “dancing” low over
the grass.   It  is  difficult  to  describe  this  but  they  look  as  if  they  are
suspended on lines and fluttering backwards and forwards – a remarkable
sight but you have to see it to appreciate it. If anyone is interested in moths
then come along at about 9 am on Wednesday 12 August when we will be
emptying the traps set the previous evening by the Benson Environmental
Survey Team.



This  is  also a  timely opportunity to  draw your  attention to  haymaking
which  will  take  place  weather  permitting  on  Saturday  morning  5
September from 9:30 am. If you are only able to volunteer once a year then
this is the occasion not to be missed. We had a great turnout last year and
the meadow was cleared of hay well before lunchtime. We hope you will
be inspired to come and help on other workdays which as usual take place
the first Saturday and third Wednesday of the month.  For more details or
to  add your  name to the circulation  list  please  contact  Tom on 01494
836888 or email thomas.stevenson@ntlworld.com    Also, have a look on
our new notice board.  

Des will be carrying out one of his regular water vole surveys during July.
There is evidence of at least one mink on site although he thinks it is only
passing through and not settled.  However he has traps out to catch this
predator that is the scourge of  water voles.    

Some of you may have heard that we are considering selling watercress to
visitors to the Centre and also to Ewelme Store. The water has been tested
by the County Council and is reported as being of very good quality. The
watercress is currently in flower and the season does not start again until
the Autumn. In the meantime the Management Team has to agree a policy
on the production, testing and sale of watercress. We are also looking for a
new group of  volunteers  to work  with Des on these issues. If  you  are
interested please give him a call on 01491 833313.

There are two more Open Afternoons this year, the first Sundays of August
and September and then guided walks will resume from October. You will
also have an opportunity to visit the site at the Annual Meeting which will
take place on Friday 11 September at the Centre. Guided walks round the
site will be offered from 6 pm and the meeting will start at 7:30 pm. The
programme will include a presentation of our plans, questions and light
refreshments will be served afterwards.  

The next Management Team meeting will take place Wednesday 29 July at
6:30 pm and all are welcome to attend.

John Taylor, Chairman, Management Team



PS - Just met the deadline to include a photo of children from Ewelme
School  having  a  fun  day at  the  Watercress  Centre,  exploring  the food
chains, the wildlife and keeping cool in the Ewelme Brook on a hot day at
the beginning of this July.

Ann Truesdale

Northmoor Trust Family Fun Sundays 

Free entry to Project Timescape, delicious cream teas and family fun and
games. There will be something for everyone, every Sunday this summer!
Check out the website for more details - www.northmoortrust.co.uk

There  are  many  different  activities  ranging  from  ‘water  fighting’  to
‘making your  own paper’  to ‘bat  walks’  to ‘wild cooking’  – the list  is
endless. To find out more either go to the website or give Zoe Burns a ring
on 01865 407792. 

The Editor 



Chiltern Chase 2009
Running for Life, Health and Opportunity

Sunday 7 June 6:30 am and the race organisers are staring out of their
windows at the pouring rain as they wonder how many waterproof layers
to put on.

At 8:00 am blue skies slowly appear over the car park on Rabbit Hill as the
first cars arrive.

Fast forward to 10.00 and it’s the start of the fourth Chiltern Chase and the
sun is shining gloriously over Ewelme Common.

The uncertain weather in the days prior to Sunday contributed to fewer
entries than last year but there were still 390 runners who finished the 10
kilometre run.

This multi terrain course, which heads into the Chilterns using tracks and
bridleways as well as local roads, continues to attract entrants from many



runners’  clubs  as  well  as  many  enthusiastic  amateurs  and  first  time
entrants. Steven Frear from Woodstock, broke the course record with an
impressive time of 32 minutes 49 seconds.

Last year’s winner, Chris Dettmar was second, finishing in 33 minutes 36
seconds. Rachael Elliott was the fastest female, finishing in 38 minutes 54
seconds.

A new attraction this year was the introduction of a 5 kilometre run and
this attracted a good mixture of young and old enthusiasts with 55 people
finishing this run. Fastest male was Andy Dodds in 22 mins 18 seconds
with  Sharon  Davidson  finishing  in  25  mins  39  seconds  as  the  fastest
female. 

Full results of both races can be found on www.chilternchase.org.uk .

Once again there continues to be ongoing improvement in the organisation
of the event, with better car parking and access to more toilet facilities. Go
to  www.runnersworld.co.uk to read the very positive reviews of the run
from many happy entrants. All of the money raised from the day is being
split equally between two charities: the Friends of Ewelme School and the
One Water Foundation which provides water pumps for villages in Africa.



At the time of going to print, there
were still  donations coming in, but
the final  figure  is  likely to  exceed
£3500 for  each Charity. Thank you
to  everyone  who  volunteered  their
time  and who helped  to  make  the
event a great success. This includes
the  marshalls,  the  ‘teas’  workers,
and  the  masseurs.  The  Race
Sponsors  are  also  vital  to  the
success  of  the  day;  thank  you  to
Rowse  Honey,  Numara  Software,
Genzyme, Grundons and Dematic -
amongst others.

Lastly,  the Race Committee would
like  to  thank  everyone  in  Ewelme
for their patience and support when
the  village  gets  congested  for  a
while on that Sunday morning.

Date for your Diary - Chiltern Chase 2010 is on Sunday 13 June.

Sam Gillman

Nettlebed Art and Craft Show

Nettlebed celebrates its 57th Art  and Craft  Show this  year  at  Nettlebed
School  on Saturday 22 August  from 12:30 – 9 pm and on Sunday 23
August from 10:00 am to 5 pm.

A variety of works from local artists will be on display which will include
oils, watercolours, crafts, etc.  Refreshments available and free parking.

Maureen Fitzgerald



The Children’s Chase

The tradition of having the ‘Children’s Chase’ on the Tuesday after the
main Chiltern Chase continued once again this year. Almost 50 children
ran five times around The Common (over a mile) on an afternoon when the
weather once again smiled upon the runners and their supporters.

The children are sponsored by family and friends with the money raised
being added to the Chiltern Chase 2009 coffers. Over £640 was raised at
the time of going to press with small donations still being collected.

Luke Thompson was the fastest Key Stage 1 child and Max Taylor-Lane
led the way from the Key Stage 2 group.

Katherine  Grainger,  fresh  from her  single  sculls  triumph in  the World
Rowing Championships, presented the medals and honey to the children
along with Steve Dance, the President of the Thames Rowing Club.

Sam Gillman, Chair, Friends of Ewelme School PTA



New waste service update 

Figures  for  the  first  three  weeks  of  the  new waste  contract  show the
combined recycling rate for 'dry recycling', garden waste and food waste is
over 60% which is a huge increase compared to our previous rate of 42%. 
The food waste in particular is very high at over 100 tonnes per week! It is
still very early days in the contract but officers are confident that we are
offering the best service to our residents, using the best contractor and we
will be one of the top authorities in the country for recycling. 

The  number  of  missed  bins  was  on  average  110  per  day  last  week. 
Officers and Verdant supervisors are working hard to sort out the existing
problems,  mainly  to  do  with  access  to  remote  or  rural  properties  and
private roads.  We are paying particular  attention to those residents that
may have had repeated misses in the first few weeks. 

Problems with bins not being collected or spillage or litter are being dealt
with by the special waste hotline on 03000 610610. Incoming calls to the
hotline have halved since week one, with an average of 200 calls actually
taken  per  day. The  average  hold  time  is  about  10  minutes  which  is
dropping every day. 

The bin deliveries and the delivery of sacks will be done soon. Once this is
complete, we can start looking at those people who have asked for more
bins. Please call the hotline if you haven't had any wheeled bins. 

For those requiring an assisted collection, for other paying service requests
such as bulky household waste, or if you wish to subscribe to the garden
waste service, please call Commercial services on 01491 823416. 

Supplied by Sue Cooper

Nature notes

June - Hot and sunny with very little rain.
30 June -  the first heat wave warning since 1976.
2 July -  temperature reaches 32 degrees.
The ground water level is falling quite quickly in Ewelme.



Cynthia Winfield tells me that someone has put a large carp into King’s
Pool. It is against the law to transfer fish from one place to another because
it may transfer a disease to other fish. 

Ian  Harrison  tells  me that  a  sparrow
hawk is attacking the swallows that are
nesting in the barn opposite his house.

Sylvia  and Michael  Jay tell  me their
green  woodpecker  is  back  this  year.
Unfortunately their swallows have not
returned. 
 

Jane Smailes  and Alex  Nicholls  saw
two  woodpeckers  feeding  from  the
same tree opposite each other.

Some  years  ago  Brian  Benson  was
bitten by an adder in his garden, and
survived. This was the first time I was
aware of adders in Ewelme. Tricia and

Kirstie Scott have seen an adder on the road alongside The Common.  The
bite is poisonous, but not often fatal and they will only bite if you touch
them in some away.

Joan and Bill Standbridge don’t need to mow their lawn this year.  They
have some cheeky wild rabbits keeping the grass down.  (Can they send
them my way please? The Ed)

The hollyhock are a good show in the village this year.

Des Dix, telephone  01491 833313

The Letter

A mother passing by her son's bedroom was astonished to see the bed was
nicely made, and everything was picked up. Then, she saw an envelope,
propped up prominently on the pillow. It was addressed, 'Mum'. With the
worst premonition, she opened the envelope and read the letter, with
trembling hands.



Dear Mum
It is with great regret and sorrow that I'm writing you. I had to elope with
my new girlfriend, because I wanted to avoid a scene with Dad and you.
I've been finding real passion with Stacy, and she is so nice, but I knew
you would not approve of her, because of all her piercings, tattoos, her
tight motorcycle leathers, and because she is so much older than I am. But
it's not only the passion, Mum. She's pregnant. Stacy said that we will be
very happy. She owns a caravan in the woods, and has a stack of firewood
for the whole winter. We share a dream of having many more children.
Stacy has opened my eyes to the fact that marijuana doesn't really hurt
anyone. We'll be growing it for ourselves, and trading it with the other
people in the commune, for all the cocaine and ecstasy we want. In the
meantime, we'll pray that science will find a cure for AIDS, so Stacy can
get better. She certainly deserves it!!

Don't worry Mum, I'm 15, and I know how to take care of myself.
Someday, I'm sure we'll be back to visit, so you can get to know your
many grandchildren.
Love, your son, Nicholas.

PS: Mum, none of the above is true. I'm over at Jason's house. I just
wanted to remind you that there are worse things in life than the school
report that's on my desk.
I love you!
Call when it is safe for me to come home.

As so many parents are in the ‘opening reports’ season, I felt that this was
an apt reminder of what is important! The Editor

Friends of Ewelme School Opera Al Fresco on 20 June

Despite slightly inclement weather  to begin  with the evening was well
attended by many parents and villagers, many bringing stunning picnics!
Guests enjoyed a relaxing evening listening to the Oxford Touring Opera
Company who sang a range of operatic pieces. The beautiful setting of the
school field added to the atmosphere and many people stayed on after the
music  had  finished  to  chat  by  candlelight!  Despite  this  being
predominantly a social event we raised £459.43 due in a large part to the



entertainment  themed  raffle  which  was  generously  supported  by  local
entertainment venues including The Oxford Playhouse, Kenton Theatre,
Regal Picturehouse, Henley and Odeon Cinemas. Many thanks to all who
supported this event!             

          

Kate Bodle and Mary Taylor-Lane

Calligraphy at Chiselhampton

A calligraphy exhibition is due to be held in August in the friendly setting
of St Katherine's Church, Chiselhampton. 
 

The work  is  by  Andy Moore,  a  Warwickshire-based  calligrapher.  The
selling exhibition will be open 10:00 am to 5:00 pm daily from Saturday 1
to Sunday 9 August inclusive. (There is limited parking space outside the
church, otherwise parking is available at the Coach and Horses Inn.) 
 

The works on show fall into two main categories:
 



- pieces relating to John Betjeman
- pieces relating to the local area ( Chiselhampton, Garsington, Rycote etc).
 

Andy Moore's work can be seen at www.andymoorecalligraphy.com
 

On Friday 31 July there is a special John Betjeman evening in aid of the
church which is in the care of the Churches Conservation Trust. This will
feature music,  recitals and refreshments and a preview of the Betjeman
calligraphy mentioned above. Tickets are available from Stephen Dawson
who can be contacted on 01865 890079 or via s.dawson78@yahoo.co.uk

Christening Traditions
 

Following  last  years  successful fundraising  event  that  raised  just
over £1000  for  St  John’s  Church,  Stadhampton,  an  exhibition  of
Christening Gowns (over the last 100 years) will be held over the weekend
of 15 and 16 August in the church. If you would like to have any of your
family's Christening gowns or item of Christening memorabilia on display
please let us know. We also need to borrow some life-sized baby dolls as
models. If you can help please contact Pam Caudwell on 01865 890195 or
come along and support us. 
 

Ann Stead, Stadhampton Parish News Editor

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor

I  have  contacted  our  MP and  County  Cllr  Tony  Crabbe regarding  the
excessive  speeds  of  motorists  driving  through  Lower End  in  sheer
disregard of the speed limit. Some days ago we heard the shriek of tyres
and heard the expected bang where a car was driven into the wall of the
Old Mansion once again. It is apparent that unofficial road rallies are being
conducted around the bad bends especially on Friday evenings. It has been
going on for sometime. We have been advised if  we leave our hidden
driveway and venture onto the Benson Road we would be hauled into court
if a motorist driving dangerously crashed into us. (I do hope it will not be
any of you.) 



I have photos of several crashes in this area but the Police do not keep
records of them unless someone is killed or seriously injured no matter
how many accidents there are. Several go unreported although insurance
is claimed and thereby increases all our premiums. All attempts to get the
Highways Department to act have failed so far. If you have been affected
or are concerned, please contact Tony Crabbe on 01491 834303 because
we really want to die peacefully in our beds if possible.

On pleasanter matters: with regard to the raptor spotted in the village. My
son and I saw a raptor only feet below his window. Its breast was striped
black and white and it swooped onto a ring dove. Even though we went
very near it did not release its grip and just stared at us until we shooed it
away.  The  dove then struggled under  our  car followed by the raptor  in
quick pursuit. Some days ago we saw a shower of white feathers and saw
another  raptor  on the ground again with its  claws firmly holding a ring
dove it was plucking alive. It had beautiful red/amber eyes and black and
white  breast  with pantaloons. The  female  sparrowhawk has  the
same striped breast, yellow eyes, stick thin legs and NO pantaloons. This
raptor  was about  15 feet  away which  we viewed through binoculars  for
some time. It  was exactly as portrayed in the RSPB 'Complete Birds of
Britain' as a Goshawk! 

Fly catchers have made a return, at first we thought they were whitethroats
until, through our binoculars, we noticed the stripy head and 'dashes' on
breast.

Please do not encourage the tree rats as they wreck all the nests in our
walnut tree!

Also trout are back in the brook after Mr Dix removed some of the 16
signal crayfish. I found such a Yabby on the bank of our reserve about 3
feet above the brook. They are doing a lot of damage to fish etc as we have
seen on TV. 

Anne Williams, Cottesbrook, Ewelme  



Ewelme Watercress
Beds Local Nature

Reserve 

Annual Village Meeting 
Friday 11th September

7.30pm
at the Watercress Centre

��������������������������������

The Management Team will report on recent activities

and present plans for the coming year.  There will be a

wildlife slide show, photo display and plenty of time for

questions.

Guided tours of the site will be on offer from 6pm.

Light refreshments will be served afterwards.

Further information call Ann Truesdale 835173



Saturday 29th August 2009

in the Marquee

on the Recreation Ground

Bar opens at 7pm

Live Band

Hog Roast (included in ticket)

Adults -- £10

Children -- £5

Family ticket -- £25

Contact Martin Spence (838534) or

Andy Climpson (825132)

Proceeds will be shared equally between

Ewelme Parish Church

and

the Cricket Club



Ewelme Watercress
Beds Local Nature

Reserve 

First Sunday each month
������������������������������������

Open afternoons
2  -  5 pm 

2 August, 6 September 
 

Self-guided walks around the upper and
lower sites of the nature reserve.  

TEAS
������������������������������������

DVD of old watercress industry, photo, and historic
tools display 

Adults £2 accompanied children free
- Friends of the Watercress Beds free entry -  

No dogs allowed, except guide dogs
Stout footwear advisable 

Watercress Beds Centre, High St, Ewelme

Further information telephone Ann on 01491 835173



VILLAGE DIARY

All events take place in the Village Hall unless stated otherwise.

15 Jul Police Surgery at Benson Village Hall 
29 Jul  Watercress Management Meeting at the Centre at 6:30 pm
  1 – 9 Aug  Calligraphy at Chiselhampton Church
  2 Aug  Watercress Open Afternoon at the Centre from 2:00 pm
12 Aug  Ewelme Parish Council meeting at 7:30 pm – all welcome
15/16 Aug Christening gowns at Stadhampton Church
22/23 Aug Nettlebed Art and Craft Show at Nettlebed School 
29 Aug  Barn Dance on The Common at 7:30 pm
31 Aug  Ewelme Village Show on The Common
  6 Sep  Ewelme Horse and Dog Show from 9:30 am, Wineglass Corner

Watercress Open Afternoon at the Centre from 2:00 pm
  9 Sep   Ewelme Parish Council meeting at 7:30 pm – all welcome
11 Sep   Annual Village Meeting at the Watercress Centre at 7:30 pm

Cover picture of Andrew Markham, current headteacher of Ewelme School
and soon to be moving to Watlington School, after finishing the Chiltern
Chase!

Copy date for the next issue is

FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER
by email to pjlemaire@aol.com or by post to Firethorn Cottage.

 


