


Editorial

Did anyone see summer this year? My general imjpresgas of rain and
cold! And now we have galloped into autumn with boair changing and
the evenings starting around 5:00 pm! | really thel need for something
to cheer me up.

We have a very good reason to be cheerful thoughe lyou seen the
activity on the watercress beds? Volunteers aagdhe eye can see! Who
would have thought all those years ago that thes mezlild be looking so
good now. When the beds became available to puabras group took on
the task — the Chiltern Society led ably by BerghaHugh Hunt. If it
hadn’t been for their drive and boundless enthusite beds would not be
in the condition they are today. Both Beryl and Hdgund the necessary
funding from the village and elsewhere, organidesl tolunteers, raised
funds for the Visitor Centre, worked tirelesslyrastore the beds to some
semblance of their former glory as well as creaangature reserve. For
both of them it was a real labour of love and -ytheren't getting any
younger!

As you will read in the Management Team’s newsteeryl and Hugh

have decided to call it a day and enjoy a well-edrretirement. | would

like to put on record my thanks to both of themtfeir tireless enthusiasm
over the years which has produced — with the hélmany others — a
really attractive amenity that the village shoule froud of. Thank you
Beryl and Hugh — we couldn’t possibly have donsiihout you!

In the last edition of the News we learnt more dliba work done by the
Ewelme Trust. The working of the Trust has alwagsrba bit of a mystery
to many of us and to that end they have producee@rg informative
booklet about all the things they do. It's well Wora read and can be
obtained from Dee Rosier at Cloister Cottage atdpeof Burrow’s Hill.

The Editor

Edward Gerald Smith, 1929 — 2008

Gerald, or Ged as he was always called, was borbh2o0November 1929
and lived at number 1 Watercress Cottages. Hispaweere the owners of
the watercress beds, a flourishing village indusBgrald went to Ewelme



School, became a cub and then a boy scout. Omg&welme School at
the start of World War Il he went to Wallingford @&nmar School, cycling
there daily with his neighbour, Wallace Miners. @aving school at 15
Gerald worked in the family business. His fathaayihg died earlier in
Gerald’s life and being an only child, the respbiigies of running the

watercress beds with his mother became too muchttendusiness was
sold to his uncle Walter Smith. The business tlmeivéd and, along with
Percy Strickland (who used to live where Peter Lieendives) they

continued the sale of the famous Ewelme watercreshe markets in
Oxford, Birmingham and London.

On 2 July 1955, Gerald married his village sweath&aonne Smith, and
very soon moved to number 4 Watercress Cottagesoyar a year later a
daughter, Elaine, was born and in 1958 anotherldauyivienne. Gerald
was always a happy family man. He played foothalkie village team on
The Common and completed his family with the afrofaKevin in 1966.
By now the cress beds had been sold on to Mr Jisv&dse who had new
ideas on growing watercress — ideas that unse@k@ld and he left the
old family business to become the village milkmarWénfield’s Dairy.
This was at a time when everyone had their milkvdetd in the early
hours of the morning, getting up at 3:30 am wapnublem for Gerald and
he would still help at the watercress beds wheledailpon.



Grandchildren arrived in the 80s and 90s for bd#ing and Vivienne but
family happiness was shattered when in 1994 Viwedied of cancer
shortly after the birth of Jack. Life for Geralddaivonne became a lot
tougher from being doting grandparents to now bdirgtime parents

again, bringing up Danielle, Keira and Jack. Thsimg of a second family
had all its highs and lows and Yvonne and Geralthoagh in their

retirement years, coped admirably. The death ofnrieoin 2006 was
devastating for both Gerald and the family. Soaderaterald’'s health
deteriorated and on the 23 September he died pdigcef the family

home in the village he loved.

Vernon Miners, friend and neighbour

Parish Council News

One of the activities lined up for the village ilear up of Day’'s Lane.
Vernon Miners has decided that the dead wood anérgkdebris need



moving and then said, “Wouldn't it be good if thidage helped clear it?”
The date set for this is Saturday 22 Novemberistperound 9:30 am. It
would certainly be a good idea as the road seeme t@ducing in width
each time | travel up or down it! If everyone wighvested interest, ie,
drivers who use the road, decided to help, thentdabk would be done
quickly and efficiently. If it's just left to a fewof us it will take
considerably longer. Just think, you can expend ot excess energy
clearing the banks and planting a few bulbs in rii@ning, rest in the
afternoon and then let your hair down and enjoy Raee Night in the
evening! How’s that for an enjoyable Saturday?

It really is great news about the Ewelme Villager8tand the preparations
are certainly gathering pace. After a very sucegssfunch’ many people

now have shares in the store and the committeeikimg hard to equip

the shop ready for its opening later in the sprifigere are various items
needed before the shop can open and if anyoneeis kehelp — either

financially or in kind — | am sure that any of tBemmittee would be very

pleased to hear from you.

Many of you will be aware of the fund-raising adies to supply water to
a village in Kenya. From all the money raised sotii@ work has begun.
You can read more about it in Gemma Benoliel’schrtfurther on in the
News. | want to publicise the ‘BIG’ event on the B@cember in the
Village Hall called ‘A Christmas Special’. Along thithe mulled wine and
food, an ‘old-fashioned’ evening of entertainmestheing prepared —
along the lines of those wonderful get-togethead the had in the school
before the Village Hall was built! It promises te fgreat fun and what a
thrill it would be to have the Village Hall full toverflowing! Please mark
it in your diaries now and watch out for the postérat will flood the
village!

Peter Lemaire, Chairman, Ewelme Parish Council

The Revd Jonathan Meyer

| have been asked to write a few words about myaadf the family. It is
always difficult to find something to say about sek, indeed what to
mention and what to leave out. So all | can reddlyis to give you a short
mini-biography and let the villages come to thewnoconclusions when
we arrive, which | am sure you will do anyway.



| have spent most of my working life in the auctimmsiness at Sotheby’s
and several other firms. Having read Theology atvélsity, it took me
almost 30 years to come to ordination just ovesehyrears ago — the moral
being that God catches up with you in the endlllagit as a consultant and
do some free lance work, which | will need to coné as the role in the
benefice is on a House-for-duty basis only.
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The Meyer family photographed at Christchurch @élthl when Jonathan was ordained

Shirley and | have been married for 22 years aratshches Art at the
Downs School in Compton, about 25 minutes away. @aughter
Charlotte is in her second year at Exeter Univeraitd Ellie has just
started VI Form at a Boarding School.

We have lived in Kintbury near Hungerford for 15ay® where | am a
non-stipendiary minister in a small team lookinteaf/ churches. We are
all excited about moving to Ewelme, which seemshdwe so much to
offer. Personally | feel very privileged to haveeshechosen for the post and
each time we come over we feel amazed and blessbd able to come
and live in the Rectory. We are keen to shareerlith of what is clearly a
lively village and to work in the parishes of Brigkell Baldwin and
Cuxham with Easington.



Lastly | am very aware how much the Reverend Ma&arner is missed
and how much he gave to the village. We have migt Bbilip and James,
who have been really helpful and encouraging apmepare to move in.
There will be many ways in which | will be differefrom Martin but |
have already learnt that he cherished the Old restg so often neglected
today; | share that interest. It is my prayer thatpreserve and nurture the
great traditions of the Church of England as wslheking the House of
God accessible to all, who seek his presence.

The Revd Jonathan Meyer

EMISaccess -
the online appointment and repeat prescription sence

Have you ever wanted to request repeat prescrgtionok or cancel
appointments online, 24 hours a day? Well you caa, EMISaccess
available on our website www.millstreamsurgery.oks.

To register for EMISaccess visit reception so we gi&e you a letter with
all the details you need to get started. This widlude a password and PIN
to create your own unique EMISaccess account anline

To start using EMISaccess click the link from thagbice website Home
Page. Then click Create your account and follow thescreen
instructions. Once registered the site is quick easly to use.

Important notes:

* Your password is CaSe SeNsltlvE for added security.

* For confidentiality reasons, you will need to -cotleyour
registration letter in person and each membereefdamily needs to
have their own password and PIN.

* Having problems? Please contact the practice forthdu
information or advice, on (01491) 838286.

Flu vaccination reminder — don’t leave yourself unpotected

If you are due a flu jab this year please conthet gurgery to book an
appointment.

Dr Stephen Harper



Women drivers

This morning on the motorway, | looked over to reft bnd there was a
woman in a brand new BMW doing 75 mph with her fapenext to her
rear view mirror putting on her eyeliner. | lookaday for a couple of
seconds!

When | looked back she was halfway over in my latiél,working on that
makeup. As a man, | don't scare easily.

But she scared me so much; | dropped my electaeeshwhich knocked
the meat pie out of my other hand. In all the certn of trying to
straighten out the car using my knees againsttdexiag wheel, it
knocked my mobile phone away from my ear whichifélh the coffee
between my legs, splashed and burned Big Jim andilins, ruined the
phone, soaked my trousers, and disconnected arrtampaall.

Wretched women drivers!!

Written by an anonymous man!

The Ewelme Village Store

THANK YOU: A big, big thank you to over 200 peopdo have already
bought a share in the village shop or made a damafihe support has
been amazing. At the village meeting on 22 Septembe said that our
fundraising target was £20,000. At the time of gt we have collected
£15,800. We are hopeful that we can reach £20,§0CHyistmas which

will enable us to start fitting out the shop andgaring for opening in the
spring. If you have not yet bought your share, adena donation, it would
be really helpful if you could do so by contacti@Bgmma Clive or myself
at the addresses below.

PROGRESS: Many of you will have seen that buildvayk for the shop,

and flat above, started at the beginning of Novemdedrew Clements is
in regular contact with Sylvia and Michael Jay, &ne builders, to ensure
that we meet all the legal requirements, includingse for Health and
safety, environmental and building regulations flanning a community

shop.

The Ewelme Village Store Association is now a leditcompany with a
bank account, agreed business plan and 25 year deathe premises. The



Esme Fairbairn Foundation has confirmed that it lagl able to give us a
free grant of £20,000 (to match money raised indb@munity) and we
are in the process of applying for a loan as phttie@ package. We are also
applying for grants from SODC, DEFRA, the Europ&mmunity and
the Lottery.

Gemma has spent a lot of time talking to potergigipliers to the shop.
We plan to sell competitively priced basic goodsluding newspapers,
bread and milk as well as local fresh meat, fradl aegetables, and will

also be offering a number of other specialist iteansl services. These
include a scaled down post office service includpagcel collection, a

delivery service for the older people in the vidagffered by the school,
homemade ice cream, old fashioned sweets in jaresgmade ready meals
(in portions of 1 and 2) from Cooks in Henley, watkand cycling maps

of the local area, a few selective gifts, localtpguced beer and wine. We
will also be serving tea and coffee with homemaalees.

| hope that | have addressed most of the questimised at the village
meeting. Since the meeting, we have been in comtdbtthe police for
advice on security, have discussed offering a hdelwery service with
the help of the school children, are consideringpharmacy drop-off
service and are actively considering how to engage/oung people in the
project.

If you have any ideas, or would like to get invaly@lease do give either
myself or Gemma Clive a call. We'd love to heamirgou!

Sarah Maine, White House, Gemma Clive, Old Rectory Cottage
825292 837887

A new beginning

These words, apart from referring to the dramatenés on the ‘other side
of the pond’, reflect also our feelings of antidcipa here locally in
Ewelme. They conjure up various wishes and hopes:

* achance to make amends to do better;

» starting at a new school — a new chapter in oesliv

* asense of achievement in passing our examinations;

» achange in our relationship to someone;

» achange of direction bringing a more positive pgg
The list is endless!



We in Ewelme, after nearly a year of sadness amgrtainty, are at the
gate of ‘better things to come’ and our thanks gb to all who have
helped us through the undergrowth of doubt — padity our church-
wardens and the various clergy who have taken ¢atymunion for us.

How should we prepare ourselves for the opportugiitgn?

First of all, by showing gratitude to those who @édnelped us locally — not
only to Martin and Audrey Garner during the happwang when they were
with us, but to the basic reason for happinesdaaito every Christian.
That God loves us — each one of us — through ttieofihis son to the
world which we celebrate shortly. But when we fullypreciate the
strength of that suffering which that gift eventyantailed, any gratitude
from us seems very inadequate and should be toppedith life-long
commitment, service and love; and, because of tia wlature of Christ,
perfect man and perfect God, we are confident #smtman he will
appreciate that gratitude — in addition to ourldeg love.

About fifteen years ago we welcomed our new rebartin Garner, and

his wife Audrey, into our lives with a surge of and affection that has
been more than repaid in full and the village isieer place for their

coming and we are all in some way better peopl&rfiowing them!

| would like to think that because of Martin’'s inéince, some of us are
stronger in our Christian faith and more determit@etive our lives closer
to God through the love of Christ. If this is ratl@shful thinking, perhaps
there are many people in the village whose liveghast been touched by
Martin to make them want to know what ‘made hink’tito be such a
wonderful man and friend.

Secondly, by welcoming Jonathan Meyer and his aifé family when he
is licensed in January.

Thirdly — and more importantly — try to live our owives with our
thoughts flavoured and strengthened with the kndgdeand love of
someone who is no longer with us in the flesh,\mry much with us in
spirit and our memory because of what he has &firial.

Words of comfort for those who have tried to follalve wonderful
example left to us by Martin and Audrey. St PawVgrds in his second
epistle to Corinth, chapter 5 verse 17:



‘Therefore if any man be in Christ he is a new urea— old things are
passed away and behold all things become new’.

Words which have a striking similarity to those did®ey the Democratic
Party in America and the original St Paul versioa wonderful target for
any New Year Resolution.

Good luck and God bless us all.

John Burbidge, Reader Emeritus
Parish Council meeting notes for 10 September 2008

Present: David Cooper, Paul Humphrey, Peter Lemdeeon
Miners, Theresa Redgewell
Apologies: Melissa Fletcher

Project money— it was decided that any village requests for @yaio help
towards the funding of different projects shoulddeked at annually. This
would end the somewhat haphazard dishing out ofeyion

Telephone box- as this hadn’'t been used for over a year, BTag&sg if
it was still needed. We could adopt it for a norharaount or lose it.

Play area— ROSPA had been to check and had nothing majeptort.
The shelter structure behind the bowling net tooeed to the play area.

Recreation area grass cutting- this will need to be reviewed ready for
next season and a decision made.

Planning — The Old Post Office plans had been passed by(GSObe
plans for Manor Cottage were submitted to the chamc approved.

Air ambulance — a request for a donation had been receivedcduecil
discussed it and after a split vote it was defetoeithe next meeting.

Finance— it was decided to discuss financial matterseran the
meetings when councillors are less jaded!

Parish Council meeting notes for 8 October 2008

Present: David Cooper, Melissa Fletcher, Vernon dvin
Apologies:  Paul Humphrey, Peter Lemaire, TheresigBwell



Telephone box— Nolay to be contacted to see if they were irstexck in
having it.

Pavilion — this needs repainting possibly March 2009.

Car park signage— councillors preferred the finger signs as oppdsed
the large square signs. Would investigate costiofarpossible locations.

Eyres Close— complaints received about traffic speeds and pisibility
at the junction with Eyres Lane. OCC to be conthagquesting a site
meeting as soon as possible.

Recreation area— it was proposed to set up three goal sleevébadidhe
goals could be moved periodically to reduce wedrtaar on the grass.

The Common — a positive meeting had been held to sort oubssiple
grant application for replacing the stiles and iaying access.

Proposed car park— OCC had no problems with the access to thelarea
the triangle but planning permission may be reguifiéhe area of land to
be measured and quotes sought.

Planning — the Master’'s Flat permanent change applicatiad heen
granted by SODC subject to access not being thrdlgltourtyard, only
to be used during school hours and sound deadenatgrial should be
used on the floor.

Beggarsbush Hill — following residents’ complaints about a possible
breach of planning in the field opposite Horseskmttage, SODC had
informed council that there was no breach andttimafield was no longer
being used as a storage area by an electrical cgmpa

Hampden Way — rumours were rife about a planning application f
affordable housing to replace the garages. A mgdtinbe sought with
SOHA and SODC to find out what was going on.

Air Ambulance — some councillors felt that the charity was watiie
but not closely related to Ewelme. The £100 suggestonation was
defeated by a 2 — 1 vote.

Charitable donations — requests for these should be presented to the
council and discussed each January. Guidelines tiydwn up.



Day’s Lane — a working party to be organised to clear thekbaof dead
trees and generally trim and plant daffodil bulbs.

Please remember that these are only random natestifre Parish Council
meetings. Full minutes can be seen on the noti@dsooutside the
Reading Room and at the bottom of Green Lane. Adterely the Parish
Clerk  can emalil minutes to  you on request  at
sue@hill12850orangehome.co.uk

The Editor

Ewelme Parish Church

Churchwardens - Mr Martin Spence
Mrs Catherine Hare
Organist and choirmaster -  Dr James Garnett

Tower Captain - Miss Kay Tuckwell
Church Flowers - Mrs Angela Smailes
Parochial Church Council
Secretary - Mr Graham Bayford
Treasurer - Mr Neil Blake

Warden of the Almshouses - Mrs Dee Rosier
Ewelme School headteacher - Mr Andrew Markham

As this year of interregnum draws to a close, welldidike to record our
profound gratitude to the many local clergy whoéaiwven their time and
energy to conduct our Sunday services, as wellwmserous baptisms,
weddings and funerals. We also extend speciakthtmn George Cannon,
our Lay Reader, for taking the school's weekly mernin addition to the
monthly Family Service and Pram Service.

Although the year has been difficult in some retped has been a
valuable opportunity for everyone to work togeth@rkeep the show on
the road’, and collectively we have certainly sedesl in doing that. So,
thank you and well done to everyone involved inlifeeand management
of the church, including the choir, the cleaneng bell-ringers, the PCC
and, of course, our loyal and supportive congregati

James Garnett, our choirmaster and chief orgaaisthle past 17 years,
will be stepping down after Christmas. James hasleman enormous
contribution to our worship, and choir and congtegaalike will miss his



inspiring lead. Fortunately we are not losing lahogether - he plans to
continue to play for us one Sunday per month. Maggoour current ‘relief
organist' Peter Lemaire has very kindly agreedssume the mantle of
chief organist and choirmaster. Three cheers éerP

We look forward to our usual large congregationsoat Christmas
services. But why wait for Christmas itself? Btigkll Baldwin has a
special Advent Service on 30 November to which Ewveeparishioners are
warmly invited. Also, former Ewelme resident Dr WOrr returns again
to conduct Handel's 'Messiah' in Ewelme Church december - highly
recommended! For full details of all services, selw.

As most readers will already know, we are delightedt the Revd
Jonathan Meyer has been appointed Priest-in-CharfjeEwelme,
Brightwell Baldwin, and Cuxham with Easington, amd look forward to
welcoming him and his family. Jonathan's ministeyenwill begin with his
Licensing Service in Ewelme Church on Wednesdagnodry 2009 in the
early evening. EVERYONE is invited to the serviaghich will be
followed by refreshments in the Village Hall.

All serviceswill bein Ewelme Church unlessindicated otherwise. Special
services are highlighted in bold.

30 November 8 am Holy Communion
10 am Advent Service of Hymns, Carols and Readings
in Brightwell Baldwin

7 December 8 am Holy Communion
11 am Family Service
6:30 pm Performance of Handel's "Messiah"

14 December 8 am Holy Communion
11 am Morning Prayer
4 pm Ewelme School Christingle

21 December 11 am Holy Communion
4 pm Nine Lessons and Carols by Candlelight

24 December4:30 pm Crib Service for younger children and faniies
inBrightwell Baldwin
11:30 pm Holy Communion

25 Decemberll am Family Service, followed by shortened Holy



Communion
28 Decembel0 am Holy Communion inEasington

4 January 8 am Holy Communion
11 am Family Service

7 January  early evening Licensing of Revd Jonathan Meyer as
Priest-in-Charge of Ewelme

N.B. Services for the rest of January are pronaly as follows:

11 January 8 am Holy Communion
11 am Morning Prayer

18 January 11 am Holy Communion

25 January 8 am Holy Communion
11 am Morning Prayer

Ewelme School attends church every Friday in temmet Preschool
children have a very informal ‘Pram Service’ on firet Tuesday each
month in term time. Check details with Natalie [&ra834721 or George
Cannon on 835154.

Newcomersare most welcome to services; to learn bell ringindMonday
evenings at 7:00 pm below the tower; to join theicbn Friday evenings
at 7:00 pm in the church; to offer help with flowemg Angela Smailes on
836964; to bring any skill that could help in therking of our village
church built in 1437 and always dependent on velerst — please feel free
to approach any one of us.

Martin Spence and Catherine Hare, Churchwardens

Kenya water project

| am writing to tell you about a fund raising evere will be having for the
water project we are funding in the village of Mamgbe in Kenya.

Sandra, my sister and | visited the project atethe of September and we
are delighted to report that the work has statéath of the area has been
cleared and the breaking and moving of stonesdtaded to construct the
dam) is well under way.



We have so far had to spend money on: hammers,|vadreavs, shovels
and sand as well as the engineer's report and éngficate giving
permission for the work to proceed.

We are also spending money on food for the workesause the rains
didn’'t come in the March to May period, so therenis maize in the
village. As we are not paying for any of the lahatiseems only fair that
we feed the people for the days they work. The |geape doing the work
on the project in between working on their own laand they often have
to walk a long way to get to the site.

All the people we met are very excited at the pecspf having a store of
water (especially the women) and are very gratiefubur efforts. It seems
they have been promised water before, but neitigr bwn government
nor the voluntary organisations have ever come itip twe goods.

So that we don't let them down we need your helpaise more money
because - as we all know - money never seems &s f@r as we expect.

20 December
“A Christmas Speciat

Ewelme Village Hall

7 for 7:30 pm - tickets £10 to include: mulled wiagwo course supper
and some light-hearted festive entertainment. Wieb&isending
invitations in the near future.

Gemma Benoliel

The 28" Annual Horse Show

Considering the very wet weather we had prior tg gear’'s show on
Sunday 7 September, we had a surprisingly gooddutrof competitors.
Both horse and dog classes were well supported.



The ground was not as bad as expected, due tathé¢hfat the grass was
fairly long, plus good drainage of the venue madairly good going for
both horse and rider. Even a rather heavy showdy gathe day didn’t
deter the very competitive youngsters.

We didn't make a huge profit this year, but we ng@thto cover our
expenses which seem to escalate each year! Oumndsopre 28 years old
now and some are in need of replacing as theyadéiner looking their age.
So anyone who feels they would like to sponsoragscbr present a class
with a new trophy, please contact either mysebiroe of the committee.

This year we held a new class just for local rideng it appeared to be
very successful. The Joker Memorial Trophy for thiass was kindly

donated by Sue Veitch in memory of her old ponyedplvho, for many

years with Sue, was a winning combination at th@ashrhe trophy this

year was very aptly won by Sue’s daughter Jessica.

The show takes a large amount of time and effodrg@nise and run. It's
not only the committee who give their time freebyt the judges, the
stewards, commentators, all the helpers on Satwuaftagnoon who put up
the five rings ready for Sunday. Everyone who drérethe smallest of
tasks we thank you for all your help and we hopertin we had on the
day didn’t dampen your spirits for next year’s show

Sandra Ayling, Show Secretary

Ewelme Village Show

What a fantastic day! The Horticultural Society Goittee and myself

would like to thank everyone for their hard workdatommitment on the

day of our Village Show. It was surely one of thesinsuccessful shows
that we have had. To add to the success we wekg &rough to have had
sunshine as well!

The entries this year were of a very high standand, we had a total of
518. This was tremendous as only 3 years ago we aarertising a ‘Use
It or Lose It" campaign, and thanks to all of yoe wertainly haven't lost
it! The children’s exhibits were particularly popul and one talented boy,
Oliver Taylor-Lane, won two prize-winning cups, aofewhich was for the
Most Outstanding Children’s Exhibit. The Most Oatsing Adults’
Exhibit was won by Des Dix for his beautiful walgirsticks, which also
won him the cup for The Best in Show.



It was nice to see new faces as well as old thas. y&s always the Benson
and Roke Band kept us entertained. The Classic Gare a great

attraction, as was Dudley Chapman starting up histihg for the young
visitors. John and Andrew from Cuckoo Pen Nurseiyg shat they had a
successful afternoon and hopefully will join us iagaext year. They

enjoyed judging the ‘Design a Garden’ class, whigks won by Kathy

Bainbridge. As for the people running the ‘teakgyt were working non-

stop throughout the afternoon. This was made ples&ip many of you

stepping in to help Anne Critchley with what wae thusiest attraction.
Their takings were £631.27 and this largely helfmegay for the marquee,
schedules, judges, prizes etc. Thank you Anne fantastic job.

We had some very interesting photographs of Ewatntbe photographic
class. It is difficult choosing a new subject egelar that people will like.
If anyone would like to suggest a subject for ngsdr, please let me know
and telephone (01491) 834111.

There are so many people to thank! All of you foming and supporting
us; those who donated very generous raffle prinelscakes for the ‘teas’;
Gemma Clive, our president, who presented the @bk very kindly
supported me; Wallace, who helped us on the doaet short notice;
Vernon, whose auction was great fun; the stewaltus melped us during
the judging and everyone who helped during theradtan. A very big
thank you to Jack, Daniel, Chloe and Bella, Elsatth Joe who helped us
return the chairs and tables to the Village HalisTis always a very
difficult job at the end of a very tiring day! Myagicular thanks go to the
committee and their families who made such a greamt possible.

Thank you all once again. We can now start planfongur Village Show
2009!

Forthcoming dates for your diaries:

Skittles Evening................o... 28 February 2009;
AGM with a talk by Richard Roslyn on Bulbs, CorniBhizomes and
Tubers......oooovii 30 April 2009;
Plant Sale........c..coooiiinnn. 16 May 2009
HORTICULTURAL SHOW PRIZE WINNERS 2008

The Winfield Cup - most points gained Tracey Perkins



The Taylor Cup - winner of top tray
The Lady Hambleden Challenge Cup -
DivI &l

The Arthur Johnson Rose Bowl - Div lli
The Freda Young Challenge Shield - Div
\Y,

The Mary Johnson Cookery Challenge
Cup - Divs V & VI

The Junior Challenge Cup - Div VII
The Best Challenge Cup - Div VI
The J C Bruce Junior Cup - Div IX

The Roland Eustace Cup - Div X
The Bert Rye Memorial Vase - best
fuschia in Show

The J McLaren cup - heaviest onions
The Rowse Trophy - Ewelme school child

The Watts Trophy
Red Riband Award - awarded by the
President

Most exhibits in show

Single rose - judged by the public
Best junior exhibit

Best Hanging Basket

Chocolate Cake Challenge
Scarecrow

Design a garden

Des Dix / Joanna
Oliver

Sylvia Jay
Louise Jaggard / Molly
Franklin

Margaret Connelly

Tracey Perkins
John Spence
Oliver Taylor-Lane
Mary Spence

Elspeth Wilson

Sheila Collins
Michael Glasson
Oliver Taylor-Lane

Des Dix

Des Dix

Michael Glasson
Vernon Miners
Oliver Taylor-Lane
lan Harrison
Sheila Watts

The Watts Family

Kathy Bainbridge



Angela Harrison, Chairman of the Ewelme Horticultural Society

New Household Waste Collection and Street Cleansing
Contract — coming June 2009 for South Oxfordshire
residents

South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse DgstCouncils are
joining forces to secure a new waste collection atr@et cleansing
contract. The councils have decided to work togeth identify the new
contractor in an effort to produce a more efficiesgrvice, increase
recycling and reduce waste going to landfill. Treav services will start
from June 2009 in South Oxfordshire and from Oatd@®@10 in Vale of
White Horse.

The main driver for changing our existing service$he pressing need to
reduce the amount of waste going to landfill - idlamaging on the
environment, landfill space is rapidly running @nd we face huge fines
from government if we don't.

The new services will not only help us to achielvs but were also the
most cost effective options.

The procurement process for the new contract is m@N underway.

Three companies have been short-listed and off@ersow involved in

detailed discussions about their proposals fondwe service. All three are
proposing similar solutions to help to meet ourgtowvaste and recycling
targets and we know that from June 2009 the newcsewill include:

» weekly separate food waste collections in kerbbids;

» fortnightly residual waste collections in wheelads)

» at least fortnightly collections of dry recyclabl@scluding glass);

» continuing with the garden waste service in whedlied (charged
for service).

The final decisions around container types andssizéd be agreed once
the new contractor is appointed at the end of 2008.

Over the next few months officers will be workinigsely with Town and
Parish councils and housing associations to idetiibse properties that



may have difficulties storing and using wheeledsbend to provide
suitable solutions.

The contract will be awarded to the successful @mgmt the end of the
year and we will be letting residents know moreadgtabout the new
service at the start of 2009.

SODC

Ewelme Village Hall

Have you noticed our new Village Hall floor? Itdertainly easier to keep
clean and it makes the whole place look that muayhter. We are very
grateful for the contributions from various villageganisations towards
the cost of nearly £4,500 and — hopefully — thisvrflor will last for
another 20+ years!

Our next venture is the annual Race Night to bel leel Saturday 22
November starting at 6:30 pm. If you have nevedtione of these before
why not come along and find out how it all worke® Igreat fun and
totally daft! You choose a horse number; you knathimg about its form
or when it last ran or even whether it has fourcfioming legs. You then
decide how many tickets to buy at 20p each. Yowmdo the ‘tote table’
and pay for the tickets and sit back and watchrdéice. If your horse wins
then you go up to collect your winnings, this colle 90p a ticket or
maybe £2.50 — it all depends on how many other lpebpught that horse
was going to win. There are eight races altogedinerthe evening swings
along. We eat a hot meal, usually a baked potadachitli con carne with a
veggie option, after the fourth race and by thisetithe wine is flowing
freely and everyone is swapping tales about howhnthey won or how
close they came to winning. There is also the fasedable where you
decide which horses will come in the first two @ac- this costs 50p a go
and sometimes the winnings can top £10 - £15 eawh t

Before the final race we hold an auction. All eigbtses are auctioned and
the highest bidder becomes the owner of that hdk&e.also auction the
position of trainer who wins a good bottle of chagpe. Last year’s
winning owner pocketed over £120!

If you want an enjoyable evening with friends, gdodd and drink, lots of
laughs then you need to be there to experientast. year we had around



70 people but we could stretch to 80 without itdremg too crowded. If

you have attended a race night you know what fuhgames to expect — if
you haven’t, then why not pop along and join ugther information is in

the advert somewhere in the Ewelme News.

As a committee, we are charged with making theag#l Hall pay its way
and this is the only fund-raising event that we. riine lettings provide a
small income for us but sometimes it hardly cowbescosts of the heating
and lighting. We have therefore reluctantly raisieel hiring rates slightly
as from 1 January 2009 — but don’'t worry, it's lowban the rate of
inflation!

Many people who visit the hall are very impressgdhe facilities offered
and that is due to a hard-working committee whasly objective is to
stay in the black whilst attempting to enhance ¢htailities whenever
possible.

Peter Lemaire, Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee
Nature Notes

18 October - Peter, the Editor, was quietly watghanbird feeding on his
bird feeder outside his kitchen window when, quidken the eye can see,
a sparrow hawk streaked out of the sky, grabbeditiiebut continued to
head straight for the window. When Peter had pidkedself up from the
floor all that could be seen were a few featharatihg in the breeze!

20 October - Cynthia saw many lapwings in a fiejdlee Hyde. A recent
survey carried out by British Ornithology, showeday of hope for the
lapwings, one of our most threatened farm birdss Beems to be true in
Ewelme.

29 October - The first snow in the south in Octdiber34 years.

Have you noticed how few birds are seen in Auguast September? The
reason is that they all moult, some can’'t fly thmsking them more
vulnerable to their predators.

Joan Standbridge had the pleasure of seeing aldgxg outside her gate
and seeing a hare at the bottom of the garden athé& morning.



The worst year for honey ever. Our bees have hagimg a hard time in
recent years due to a parasite mite called Vereedifg on their blood
which carries a lethal virus from bee to bee. Waar the cold wet spring
and wet summer have made things worse. At firsugho this does not
seem important, but without the bee to pollinat ftbwers, fruit and veg
it would be a disaster as they provide a vital linkhe natural chain and
being without them could seriously damage our recanomy.

If you get invaded by mice, use peanut butter &sdoea mouse trap.

A friend of ours bought a python and the next d&agmhe was handling it,
it swiftly wound itself three times round its owisethroat, almost choking
him and couldn’t be moved. His wife promptly raiig shop where he
had bought it from and the shop owner said heyiagrto kill you, so lay

down on the floor and pretend to be dead, and ytteop will release you,
which thankfully it did!

Autumn is my favourite season; a kaleidoscope d¢bwed leaves and
plenty of shiny berries which will keep the birds food for the forth-
coming winter. The first snowy day | met Ann Trdake at the bottom of
the site photographing the pretty hedge row, wihd thee best things in life
are free! | fully agree.

Des Dix, formerly Ste Warden of the Ewelme Water cress Beds

Ewelme Village Preschool

Well, Preschool is back and the good weather haishied in rather
dramatic fashion with huge quantities of rain anckre a snow fall!
Appropriately enough, Preschool's themes for tleisnt are Winter and
Christmas. Reading the latest newsletter | cantlsatethe children are in
for another exciting term. As well as looking fogrss of winter, how ice
melts and making sandwiches, the children will afsa out about
Remembrance Day and the festival of Diwali. Natynaduch of the term’s
energies will be directed towards Christmas ad#igitand in particular,
practising for the Nativity performance (dressingmvgs (children!) and
hankies (adults!) at the ready). The provisionaédar this is Wednesday,
10 December but further details will be available eedhe time. There
will also be a Christmas party, of course! With thlis excitement let's
hope that everyone can keep going to the end ofi-tem Friday 19
December!



As far as our fundraising is concerned we have gawod bad news to
report: the final figure for the Sam Brown gig waser £1000, so thanks to
everyone who attended and added to our cofferdySant bid for lottery
funding (to complete the upgrade of the garden)de&s turned down. The
reason given was that as the Preschool didn’t dv@rgarden we were not
eligible. Of course we are very disappointed, haavethanks to the efforts
of Kerry Sawyer (our Chair) we have secured someegris donations
and hopefully we will eventually find the shortlfahs | write this we are
preparing for our Christmas Shopping Extravagaiizaromises to be an
exciting event with stalls selling a large range @fristmas goodies.
Hopefully next time | write it will be with excelle news that we have
raised gigantic amounts of money....fingers crossed

The Preschool has once again operated close toitapad by January we
will be chocka-block! Ewelme Preschool is open ltachildren aged from
2% to 5 years old. We run during term time MondayFtiday, 9:15 to
12:00 noon, with extended lunch sessions offered Monday and
Wednesday. If you are interested in enrolling ychitd, please do contact
our admissions registrar. Please call (01491) 83544 email
ewelme.preschool@yahoo.co.uk for more information.

Natalie Fraser, Secretary

RHS Wisley Gardens 2009
Would you like to join us on a visit to the lovejgrdens at Wisley?

The committee of the Horticultural Society have aged a visit to
Wisley Gardens. This will be on 20 June 2009, leg\Ewelme at 9:00 am
and returning at about 5:30 pm. The cost of thiscvincludes the coach
and entrance, is £17.50.

We do have some extra seats, so if anyone wouidtbeested in joining
us it will be on a ‘first come — first served’ basit would be lovely to
have more people from the village with us to emanat I'm sure will be a
pleasant day.

If you are interested, please ring me on (01492183
Angela Harrison, Chairman of the Ewelme Horticultural Society



Ewelme Watercress Beds and Local Nature Reserve

Management Team Newsletter No. 2

All being well you will have received this Novembedition of the
Ewelme News before the Annual Village Meeting. Wi# e advertising
this in the usual way to remind you that it wilkéaplace orFriday 28
Novemberat 8 pmin the Village Hall. This isyour opportunity to meet
the Management Team, find out what is involved anaging the site, and
hear about plans for the coming year. If any yowehany questions for the
Village Meeting that may involve research pleaselsbem beforehand to
Ann Truesdale (835173). We are pleased to repattBhan Connelly and
Wallace Miners are joint Tool Masters, lan Stevensothe Biodiversity
Officer and Margaret Connelly has agreed to také¢herrole of Education
Officer. Please contact Margaret (833649) if yowehany contacts with
local schools outside Ewelme.

%

Hay making the first weekend of September was atggaccess, with a
record number of volunteers. For many, this wa# tist workday and

we were also delighted to welcome several youngleedviany hands
really do make light work and, not only was the leégared before lunch
time, there was time to fit in other jobs. And maofyour new volunteers



came again at the beginning of October and NovenTman prepares the
list of jobs for each workday and the informatienposted on the web,
pinned to the notice board and emailed to volusteerthe circulation list.
If you want to add your name to this list pleaseegiour email to Tom on
836888 or Thomas.stevenson@ntlworld.com. You maw thish to come
and join us the first Saturday and/or third Wedagsdf the month.

We had a beautiful frosty morning the last weekQatober. Autumn

colours glowed against a blue sky. And we have etad snow.

Amazingly it snowed on the first of our Open Afteams in April this

year. Guided walks now replace Open Afternoons @vaver to April

inclusive) when visitors meet at 10:30 am for arshdroduction about the
Watercress Beds and the natural history of thefali@ved by a 10 minute
video about the watercress industry in the 1968aturing shots of Gerald
Smith as a young man. We were really sorry to loédis death recently.
He was part of our village history and we consiolerselves privileged to
have known him. Some of us watched him plant watss in our

demonstration beds a couple of years ago, and Bmtuieed him on video.
Des of course carries on the tradition of plantiradercress.

Winter seems to have really arrived at the bedb wie arrival of water
rails (at least two favouring the lower end of #reut Pond) and the first
sighting of our winter thrushes. At present these rastricted to a few
redwings feeding on the hawthorn berries but weeekpumbers to
quickly build up. The kingfisher has returned frot® summer holiday
down on the River Thames and can often be seeheiratea. As this is
being written there are still one or two red adirinatterflies to be seen in
sheltered spots during sunny intervals but | suspedave seen the last of
other butterfly species and also of dragonfliehas been a poor summer
for butterflies with the wet weather leading to Ewnumbers overall and
only about 19 species being recorded. This sameheedas probably
helped dragonflies with ten species having been ead¢he beds.

At the AGM of the Chiltern Society held in Octobereported on the
activities of the Watercress Beds and LNR and wale 0 take the
opportunity to thank Beryl and Hugh Hunt, followitigeir retirement, for
the enormous contribution they have made over dakedlmost 20 years.
The Ewelme beds were put up for sale in 1995 anylBeiggested the
Society should buy them to preserve them for fugeeerations. Beryl and
Hugh began to seek grants and mounted a fund-gacgmpaign, and in
November 2000, they concluded the purchase forSbeiety. Further



grants were obtained to build the Visitor Centrd Aamd the restoration. In
all, funds raised amounted to approximately £300,@M0d a large part of
their personal time was spent on completing therason so that there is
now a valuable site for the Society and villageemgoy with Local Nature
Reserve status. Thank you, Beryl and Hugh.

John Taylor, Chairman of the Management Team

The end of an era

After Christmas | shall be handing over the reissoeganist at Ewelme
Parish Church after 17 years as a part-time mendbethe village

community. | started playing in 1991 at the invaat of Christopher
Seaman, whom | had met while temping at CancereRBlacmillan Fund

headquarters where he was Secretary. At this tlewgn Williams was
looking after the parish in the period between theparture of Peter
Renshaw and the arrival of Martin Garner.

In the years that followed, choir practice on ad&yi evening and the
services on Sunday became a constant in my liféevethnost everything
else changed: Alison and | moved to Wallingford; children were born, |
started my career in the pensions industry, | cedntareer to become a
music teacher. Playing the organ at Ewelme hasrkepn touch both with
music and with the fundamentals of life, expressethe regular services
and the special occasions. Were | better at rekeeging, | should be able
to quote statistics for the numbers of weddinggtibens and funerals |
have played for, backed up by a collection of sersheets. As it is, | find
myself periodically delighted as | bump into peopdeound South
Oxfordshire who tell me that | played at their weddor introduce me to
the teenagers whose baptisms | accompanied. hdesa real privilege to
provide music for these occasions and to do sai¢ch & wonderful church
in such a beautiful village.

But of course, | have only been part of this pietut has been a time of
partnership - partnership with the other organisteo play and have
allowed me some time off (principally Peter Lemgipartnership with the
choir, who have taught me so much, particularlyutbqmaying psalms;
partnership with the clergy and lay readers, esgigcwith Martin. It is
these friendships that make it impossible for mdetve entirely. | am
delighted that Peter, a full-time member of théagé, will be taking over
as organist after Christmas. | am also grateful tfer opportunity to



continue playing for one service a month in orderkéep up with the
Ewelme news.

James Garnett

The Friends of Ewelme Watercress Beds
THE NEW MANAGEMENT PLAN

This time last year we were complimenting the @hiltSociety for their
initiative in commissioning a revised ManagementarPl to be
independently prepared by Sarah Coulson-Phillipg arReview Group
which was to include several well respected petmae the village who
were not part of the existing Management Committ€ee Friends
Committee thought that the final version of thenPleas certainly a most
excellent and well-considered document and (togethiéh the Parish
Council and the Ewelme Society) were therefore g@dato confirm in
writing their wholehearted support before it wast po the Chiltern
Society. Pleasingly, the Plan was subsequentlycappr by the Chiltern
Society Executive Committee in its entirety andheiit amendment. We
would like to take this opportunity of thanking 8larand her Review
Group most sincerely for the considerable amountwofk that this
entailed.

Following on from the acceptance of the Revised Rlze Chiltern Society
has put together a new Management Team to implerhedvhn Taylor
has agreed to take on the role of Chairman, Tome&ton has accepted
the position of Nature Reserve Manager and Ann Sdake has
responsibility for the Centre. The Friends’ Comeettwould like to
express their thanks and confirm their full supporall these individuals,
and to the other members of the Team, for all tbekvinvolved. It is very
gratifying to see that John Taylor, who is also i@han of the Chiltern
Society, is taking the time to give the Ewelme sbesls his personal
support and attention.

As a result of the Revised Plan and the new Manageifeam, Beryl and
Hugh Hunt have now been able to step down fromvadtivolvement.

They were significantly involved with the managemeh the cressbeds
project from its inception and, whilst The FriendSommittee was
certainly not able to agree with them over evenghiit is a fact that
without their drive and determination the projeculd not be where it is



today. We would therefore like to express our Ksato both of them for
all their hard work over the years.

JANUARY QUIZ EVENING

Our 2009 Quiz in the Village Hall will be on Sataxd January 24th,
commencing at 7 pm sharp and ending by 10:30 ptheatatest. This is
always a very popular event and Vernon Miners hiadlk agreed to think
up yet another set of challenging questions!

There will be 6 people in each team as usual aaaait will be held at £8
per person as per the last five years, to inclugger_andhe cost of the
£3 membership subscription for 2009. Bookings dlon a ‘first come -
first served’ basis, and, if demand outstrips syppkeference will be
given to teams consisting entirely of existing mensbof The Friends.
Everyone who attended the Quiz in January this gaematically became
a paid-up member for 2008.

So get your team of 6 together, list out the naamesaddresses of all team
members, and post or deliver the list, plus casha atheque for £48
(payable to ‘The Friends of Ewelme Watercress Beds' Cynthia
Winfield at Aquelma, Burrow’s Hill, Ewelme. Theam leader will then
be sent 6 tickets for what will definitely be anetigreat evening! If you
would like to take part and are not able to fintkam to join, let Cynthia
know and she will try to fit you into a team thaayrbe short.

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS

All of our existing 270+ members will receive Rerawnvitations in early
2009 (if they have not already booked to take pathe 2009 Quiz - see
above). We very much hope that you will assist administration by
renewing in good time, either unprompted or in ogsge to our invitation
when received. If, however, you have recently comthe village and are
not already a member of The Friends do please dengdining us. You
will be most welcome. Our funds are directed onhd aspecifically
towards the maintenance of the cress beds anduswing land, so it's a
very worthy village cause. Just put your name, esklrand £3 per person
membership fee in an envelope — and put it thrahghletterbox at Yew
Tree House, next to the ford on the High Street.

NOTIFICATION OF AGM



Our AGM will take place at 7:30 pm on Monday 16 fetyy 2009. All
members are welcome. Any resolutions to be puho AGM must be
received in writing by the Secretary no less th@rd&ys prior to the date
of the meeting. Any member wishing to stand forcetem to the
Committee must obtain a Nomination Form from ther8g@ry and return
it to her duly signed no later than 7 days priothe date of the meeting.
All 7 members of the existing Committee as listedlolv have already
expressed their willingness to be re-elected 9200

The Friends of Ewelme Watercress Beds Committee

Des Dix Chairman 838876
Patrick Gosset Vice Chairman and Pulylici 838228
Peter Lemaire Treasurer and Memberatimin 835660
Cynthia Winfield Secretary 835687
Vernon Miners Events and Fundraising 839209
Juliette Nissen Minutes Secretary 835644
Alisa Moseley Asst Minutes Secretary 825346

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor

| greatly sympathise with the reported annoyingiatibns of speeding
through the High Street. But spare a thought faséhliving in/walking
through Eyres Close, where traffic approaching ftaemNorth down Eyres
Lane can attain full decontrolled speeds. For wallettempting the death-
defying act of reaching the nearby bridleway imfrof ‘The Views’, and
who follow the ‘country code’ to face on-comingffig, they are often
having to take split second decisions as to whettiheron-coming driver
has seen them or not. However, in trying to ascesdy traffic is not

; taking a ‘blind’ bit of notice of
local speed regulations, |
¢ inadvertently discovered on a
i walk further up the Lane, that
drivers are not actually aware
(until too late), that they have
unknowingly passed 30 mph
signs!




| submit some pictures, which show firstly the vidlerth up Eyres Lane.
The two decontrolled signs are easily seen. Theking the other way
having walked passed the signs for a view by aedmriving legitimately
at up to 60 mph. You may be just able to see t}hnem the overgrown
hedges. Although the hedgg . | TR
have either been neatly -
trimmed by the Council or &
farm worker, neither seem§
to have taken an
responsibility for ensuring
the signs are clear.

For drivers attempting to tur - L
out of Eyres Close, the danger is even greateroitéa have to remind the
Council to cut grass from the adjacent verge ssigbting of cars is very
restricted. Notwithstanding that, cars exceedirggbeed limit beyond the
signs are putting Ewelme residents at severe Bsk.look at the third

picture taken some 5@
meters before Eyres Closg
It's a bit late here to tell _
drivers to watch their speed i
Is the ‘junction sign’ for
Eyres Close or the turning
into the High Street? It's togises
late for Eyres Close and thE s

junction at the Shepherdffs

Hut is now a Give Way T-

junction anyway. | suppose the thing that surprigesdmost is that there
are two sets of traffic sign poles further up tlané, with nothing mounted
on them at all!

| guess for walkers, one solution could be for thterwalk over what has
previously been defined as the open countryside waithin Eyres Close.
For drivers however, there requires some urgentipcto ensure that
speed control signs are seen at all times, or avenove them further up
the Lane. As for warnings about impending junctjdmsw about utilising
the currently naked poles?

I know that the Village has previously locally dissed methods of speed
management, but whose responsibility is this kihthimg? Is a member of



the PC tasked with dealing with such matters oteast reporting or
making recommendations to the SODC or Oxfordshiighiays? | fear
that just a lone voice to some local governmentadepent will not bear
much fruit. However, | do know, dear Editor, thae tEwelme News’ is
read avidly by parish, district and county coumcsl alike, where
hopefully one or more of our esteemed represem@tiight perhaps be
able to promote some ‘action this day'?

Chris Jenkins, Eyres Close, Ewelme

Dear Editor
| think Des Dix should be renamed the ‘Village Weamdbf Ewelme’.

Last winter a tree was reported to have blown actbe stream opposite
Suffolk House which was dealt with immediately atite remainder
pushed back up.

Water leakages, usually in Eyre’s Lane and ChaGcert, are reported to
Des in case they flow into the stream.

A fox had to be shot (licence held) because itlbeeh previously shot but
not killed outright. It was believed to have limpadonsiderable distance
before it was spotted.

He often has to set mole traps for our neighbaleter the mink and catch
the invasive crayfish.

He shoots poorly birds. He has freed a rook foumd'lee Common tangled
up with cord.

A bee caught in the eaves at the Almshouses (jedilyned out to be
caught in a cobweb!

A large hole reported to have appeared in King'slP@/ith the help of
his grandson, Zak, he had to move rubble a longtovagfill it.

Recently he helped Vernon to unblock the streameurtde bridge of
Ewelme Manor because the road was flooding. Ded aseextra long rake
that he had made for an earlier occasion.

He will shortly be cutting down scrub on the ridgind side of Day’s
Lane, so that Vernon may plant daffodil bulbs.



What do other people think?

Avril Dix, Yew Tree House, Ewelme

Dear Editor

| planted two Sumach Trees alongside Ewelme StramainSuffolk House
garden and they have really enhanced the gardexy. Whre given to me
about 1982 by Mrs Hilda Timms from her garden irk&olhe autumnal
colours are so beautiful.

Due to aging problems | now have to spend more timdeors and just
looking around the garden. May | give a big thawok yo all friends and
relations who have supported me through this year.

Iris Grace, Suffolk House, Ewelme
Dear Editor

It is comforting to know, that by informing the Eali of the Ewelme News
earlier in the month of a dangerous traffic sito@tin the village, who then
passed this on to the Chairman of the Ewelme P&asincil (shift in

mind set?), who at a meeting of the PC then acatidhe representative
responsible for highway matters, who then wrottheoowners of the
hedges covering speed restriction signs, has &cttaised the 30 mph
limit signs in Eyres Lane to be made visible agajust.about! The
important thing is that in seeing 30 mph signs diséance (e.g. ¥4 mile)
when driving at speed, provides an unconscioususitisrfor a driver to
either lift his/her foot from the accelerator arrdmapply brakes. All | can
report is that there has been a noticeable reduttispeed of vehicles
passing Eyres Close since this recent clearancejhich | am sure we are
all very grateful. This doesn’t detract from thetfthat this junction, and
perhaps presumptuously, that at ‘The Views’, remainnerable to
speeding traffic. However, | do feel confidenttthaw this matter is the
hands of an undoubtedly active parish council, #mgtadditional speed
reducing measures deemed necessary to prevemicatent’ occurring
here, will be promulgated.

Chris Jenkins, Eyres Close, Ewelme

THE EWELME SOCIETY



Two video’s originally filmed by George Cannon wedmaned to the
archive for transfer to DVD. One is of the 1992rttmltural Show

recording the setting up, staging and judging & #xhibits. This is a
baffling process hidden to the majority. The homadem wine class was
judged most solemnly, and a portly lady bravelyweate through the cakes
and pies to choose the best exhibit. Lady Hambleplaciously presented
the prizes - as was customary. Apart from realisived many on the film
are no longer with us, it is comforting to see tit&t unchanging traditions
remain and that the Show continues to prosper. cther video features
the May 1995 VE Day Celebrations. This kicked oifhwa supper/concert
in the Village Hall with a heavily be-whiskered BetLemaire at his
keyboard accompanying the late Amy Reeves in fiogeevleading the
community singing of patriotic old songs. The Chuticanksgiving service
and refreshments in the Cloisters preceded thek@rilatch and Street
Party. The DVD'’s can be borrowed from the Socaetyequest.

For some years it has been a dilemma to decideevibgslace the original
copy of Flt Sgt Bill Johnson’s memoir of his RAFIqti training and
operational flying on a PRU Spitfire Squadron at RBenson and
subsequent years as a POW. The memoir was kindigted to the archive
by his widow Mabel in 2001 and News readers mayeraber the
serialisation of Mabel’'s reminiscences of living ® months in 1943 as a
young bride at The Views. Bill Johnson’s wartimepesiences are so
interesting and informative it was felt it would beshame if they were
placed in a vault in an official military archivélowever, a plea by
Mathew Smaldon in the May issue of the Benson Hullsolved the
problem. The Second World War Experience Centreldesn set up to
record and store memories of combatants and noma&amts. Mr
Smaldon (from Abingdon) asked for volunteers tarterviewed on tape,
(the recording is then typed up and archived tonise available to
researchers, authors, the media and the generét)pulVe emailed Mr
Smaldon suggesting he interview Freydis (Leaf) @Bharof Benson, one
of the courageous lady ATA pilots who ferried naifiy aircraft to
operational airfields during the war. The interviévok place on the 18
September and the opportunity was taken to meesmilaldon and donate
Flt Sgt Johnson’s memoir to the museum. Hopeflilg,experiences will
be informative and an inspiration to those who atinthem. The Ewelme
archive has retained a copy, and there is alsgg toBenson Library’s
Reference Section. Mr Smaldon is interested innmging anyone with
memories of the last War, as it is now apprecidted these recollections



are greatly valued. The Centre’s web site is www=asgerience.org and
Mr Smaldon’s email is matthew.smaldon@googlemaihcoor he can be
contacted via the Ewelme Society.

From the number of enquiries the Ewelme Societgives it is evident
that many former pupils and residents demonstraleep-seated nostalgia
for both the School and village. Following on thiyJvisit by Bob Quixley
Jnr and John Nicholas Light, (reported in the lasue of the News),
Valerie (Tee) White who now lives in San Antoniagxas, recently made
her second visit to Ewelme in just over a year.evialwas a pupil from
1947 to 1950 and was reunited with her old pal ydiiownsend) Baker.
They visited the school where the head teacherkimalsenough to allow a
tour of the classrooms in session. A gesture muymgregiated by them
both.

Reproduced below is a narrative from Mick Philipgho attended the
school in 1957. Like Valerie, he was an RAF Benebitd - so his link to
Ewelme was all too brief before his father was @dsbnwards again.
However, the enduring magnetism that draws so nii@ck to Ewelme is
perfectly explained and summed up in the last seetef his account.

Ewelme School 1957 Mick Phillips — from RAF Benson

“I am Mick Phillips and | was at Ewelme School i@5F. Mr Coles was
the headmaster and Miss Walker was my class teadrewere 9 and 10
year olds in the upstairs room and the youngedodml were taught
downstairs by a Miss Lewis, who got married arothrat time to someone
from RAF Benson.

| remember Miss Walker being presented with somwdts at assembly
one morning by Mr Coles to mark her 25th year at¢thool. She was a
rather serious Irish lady in her fifties who rapped knuckles for not
understanding fractions and read to us from ‘Wmthe Willows’ on
Friday afternoons. Although probably no record &sxithe BBC came to
the school and filmed an item which included onéaar classroom shots
and a studio interview with Miss Walker. | caninember what the item
was about, but Miss Walker was impressed with tBEB efficiency and
timing and suggested how we might benefit by amglyhe same attitude.
| also remember a village fete being held in thmugds of a house just to
the right of the school (looking from Rabbits Hilllhe fete was opened by
Sabrina, a bosomy, blonde young lady who had rcbaen discovered
by Arthur Askey.



| remember trying to impress (although | didn't Wnwhy) as a 'B' member
of the Ewelme School Gymnastic team. We had to thix@ugh paper
covered hoops held on the vaulting horse and lancboonut mats. In my
enthusiasm, | flew beyond the coconut mat and ldma¢he '‘Bowl for a
Pig' skittle alley amidst much squealing (me ANE thglet!). The Rev
Bolton was the incumbent St Mary's officer and agheome of the others
| remember were Richard Rowse who took me to hméhafter school one
day to show me the bees his father kept. That sézhmsve been a good
idea as | believe he is now the Managing DirectdR@vse Honey, a
major company in the area and trading on an intenmal level. Albert
Crockett, David Reeves, Geoffrey Hutchinson andylidanday were
local lads | believe and Graham Gladding, PeterddaRoger Setterfield,
Robin and Derek Prior, Michael Reynolds and Raymaadthnd all had
fathers in the RAF - as | did.

| have been back a couple of times with differeivew [actually two!]

over the past fifty years and the magical quastthiat very little has
changed. On a quiet Sunday afternoon with onlystit®ol building and
no cars or people to give a reference to the dedadeld easily have been
ten years old again.”

Carol Sawbridge for the Ewelme Society

Science reveals heaviest element

Research has led to the discovery of the heavlestemt yet known to
science. The new element, Governmentium (Gv), hes meutron, 25
assistant neutrons, 88 deputy neutrons, and 19&asdsdeputy neutrons,
giving it an atomic mass of 312.

These 312 particles are held together by forcdedcahorons, which are
surrounded by vast quantities of lepton-like péticcalled peons. Since
Governmentium has no electrons, it is inert; howeitecan be detected,
because it impedes every reaction with which it esnimto contact. A tiny
amount of Governmentium can cause a reaction normaking less than a
second, to take from four days to four years toueis.

Governmentium has a normal half-life of 2 - 6 yedtrdoes not decay, but
undergoes a reorganisation in which a portion efabsistant neutrons and
20 deputy neutrons exchange places. In fact, Gavemtium’s mass will
actually increase over time, since each reorgaarsawill cause more



morons to become neutrons, forming isodopes, nahéation multiple
0Xymorons.

This characteristic of moron promotion leads somendists to believe that
Governmentium is formed whenever morons reacht@alrconcentration.
That hypothetical quantity might normally be calleditical mass" but, in
this unique case it is known as "critical mess".

When catalysed with money, Governmentium becomesiiddtratium
(Am), another just-discovered element that radiptssas much energy as
Governmentium since it has half as many peonswigéetas many morons.

From the internet

Ewelme Cricket Club - Awards Dinner and Prize Draw

The Members and supporters gathered at the Shéphdid on 31
October to celebrate the end of the rain affec@BZXeason and to present
awards to the Stars of Season. After dinner, Capfsdam Arscott
described the events, successes and tribulatiotieecfeason and thanked
all those who had played a part in the life of @ab on and off the field.
The hard work of Andrew Ford had ensured that thiehphad been
maintained in a good playable condition.

Chairman, Tim Hirst addressed the gathering andessed thanks to the
executive and the officers for a great deal of haodk. The sponsors and
supporters had special mention: as without thegwpett the Club would

not survive. The costs of the season in pitch petjwa, equipment are
high and increasing. A highlight of the season beein the match between
the President's Xl and the Captain’s XI. This greatcess will be an
annual event in the Club’s calendar.

A great deal had happened in the season and tleec@hube proud of the
new nets, equipment, scoreboard and equipmerg. dtoall, not bad for a
single season.

STARS OF THE SEASON

Medals and Trophies were presented for the bedorpaances of the
Season :

Highest Score Adam Arscott ()65



Best Average Adam Arscott (Q@2)
Most * Sixes’ Adam Arscottl7)

Most runs for Season Adam Arscott. ( 265)
Best Bowling Average  Andy Climpson ( 14.75)
Best match bowling figure Adam Arscott ( 4 foy 4

Most wickets Ross Mathews () 15
Most catches Andy Climpsod )(
Most improved player Ross Mathews

Young player of the Season Jack Eccles
Player of the year Reg Hickman

The draw was then made for the Clubs 2008 PrizevDitais had been a
successful and much needed fundraising effort audrhised in excess of
£1000 in ticket sales and donations.

Prize Winners:

1*'Prize  Flight Simulator Experience - Anda&on
2"Prize  Obagi Beauty Treatment value £350 we®Carter
39 Prize  Lunch for 2 at the House of Lords John Ryder

9 other prizes were also presented

The evening had been a great and enjoyable sucEeesmembers had
been joined by two special guests and keen supporBeter Lemaire,
Chairman of the Ewelme Parish Council and Michasl, Yice President
of the Club.

Michael Howard, Secretary

Ewelme Cricket Club Captain’s annual report

At the start of the season we had our new netliedtand we were ready
to go and the start couldn’t have gone any bettgh us winning the first



2 games in a row, but then we had to wait for Iifd@mand 6 cancellations
for our next one, which also happened to be theg@se of the year.

But in between we had a lot of individual perforro@s improving game
by game. We discovered a new opening bowling pestie in Reg
Hickman and Andy Carter and they really set thadded for all the other
bowlers to follow. We also had an injection of youtid-season with Jack
Eccles and Tom Fitzgerald proving to be major paftshe team. Ross
Matthews was unlucky not to reach his first 50 foe club, when he
decided on 48 to finally use his feet and endedyefing stumped, this
was just after | rang his mum to get her to com&rdand take pictures!

As it was my first season as captain it was alésaeing curve, and one
that had its ups and downs. | did however haveeatdgexec behind me
who have done a lot of work behind the scenes, gdhanks to them. |

just want to add that we had lots of comments abowt good the pitch

was playing, so | would like to take this opportyrto thank Andrew for

all the effort he has put in over the season.

Adam Arscott, Ewelme Cricket Club Captain

Easing in

We seem to have had little room for any quizzeslyatso this is now
being rectified! Did you know that E is the mosthrooon letter in the
English language? All the Es have been removed trese words — can
you put them in to identify the original words?

1. ACM ... 2. AGL .o
3. AON ..., 4. ATN .
5. ARl ... 6. BAU ...
7. CHO ... 8. CHS ...
9. GNI .o 10. GNR ..o
11. IDR ..o, 12. ISL .o
13. LAS . 14. LVN
15. MRY ..o 16. NSU ...
17. OBS ..., 18. ONC ..
19. RUP ... 20. RVR ..
21. SCD i 22, SIV
23. SPR ... 24. SRN ...



27. STT e 280 UNU
29. XCD .ovivviveeeee. 300 YLT o

Supplid by Barbara Prriton

Ewelme Church invites everyone

to a performance of

Handel's MESSIAH

conducted by Dr Will Orr
in Ewelme Church
on Sunday 7 December at 6:30 pm
Chair, soloists, orchestra
Majestic, dramatic and uplifting music and words
Mince pies and mulled wine in interval

Admission and refreshments free, but
donations to Ewelme Church welcome

Anyone wishing to sing with the choir should
attend the rehearsal at 2 pm



Ewelme Watercress T
Beds Local Nature mChiltern

Sociery
Reserve

oo dor dhe TR0

Guided Walks

First Sunday each month

Please meet at the Watercress
Centre at 10:30 am

363636363638 3636 36
7 December, 4 January
1 February, 1 March, 5 April

DVD of old watercress industry, photo, and historic
tools display followed by guided walk through thmper
and

lower sites of the nature reserve.

Coffee available afterwards
Adults £2 accompanied children free
- Friends of the Watercress Beds free entry -
No dogs allowed, except guide dogs
Stout footwear advisable

Watercress Beds Centre, High St, Ewelme
Further information telephone Ann on (01491) 835173



Village Diary
All events are in Ewelme Village Hall unless infadotherwise.

22 Nov Race Night, doors open at 6:30 pm
28 Nov Watercress Beds first Annual Village Megtat 8:00 pm
30 Nov Advent Service at Brightwell Baldwin stagiat 10 am
7 Dec Watercress Beds guided walk at the WagssdCentre from 10:30 am
Handel’'s ‘MESSIAH’ in Ewelme Church at 6:30 pm
10 Dec Preschool Nativity performance
Parish Council meeting at 7:30 pm
20 Dec ‘A Christmas Special’ for the Kenya Wdeoject starting at 7:00 pm
4 Jan Watercress Beds guided walk at the WatsCentre from 10:30 am
7 Jan Licensing of the Revd Jonathan Meyematliiie Church in the evening
14 Jan Parish Council meeting at 7:30 pm
24 Jan The Friends’ Annual Quiz starting at @0

Final copy date 2 January 2009

By email to pjlemaire@aol.com or to Firethorn Cgéta

The cover picture is of two Sumach trees in thelgamat Suffolk House
planted by Iris Grace twenty six years ago.



